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FOREWORD
by the Principal.
Mr. Collenette very kindly submitted the manuscript of this
history to me and asked me to make any alterations and additions
I thought fit. I may say at once that I refrained from doing any
such thing for two good reasons. In the first place I did not wish
to spoil so excellent a piece of writing. Mr. Collenette had
succeeded in the very difficult task of compressing an enormous
amount of detail into a coherent picture as might perhaps be
expected of one who gained good honours degree in History at
Oxford. Secondly, though a number of official reports had been
written by myself and others about this period, Mr. Collenette's
account gives by far the most important approach to the subject.
His is the view point of the College itself. He was a boy in the
middle school when the evacuation took place and he left when he
became senior prefect. He played a prominent part in many of
the activities he describes and he has made large use of diaries kept
by himself and his contemporaries. As he indicates, the Elizabethan
published under great difficulties at the time gives further details
and there are of course in existence a number of legends which
have been handed down, but as behoves a wise historian Mr.
Collenette has been chary of using this folklore and has kept to
facts. He has I think produced an account which will be of great
interest not only to the present but to all future generations of
Elizabethans.
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INTRODUCTION.
Five years is but a brief episode in the life of a school that is
nearing its 4Ooth birthday, but for Elizabeth College the period
from 1940 to 1945 was one that tested the strength of the school
and enriched its life more than any other in its history. In some
respects the experiences of those years were similar to those of
many schools on the mainland which were forced to leave their
homes and seek security elsewhere, but none suffered a break so
complete or so abrupt as Elizabeth College ; at the beginning of
June 1940 the school was in the midst of its summer activities ;
at the end of the month it was in England accommodated in very
temporary quarters, with no plans for the future, its pupils separated
from parents, its resources and equipment in occupied territory.
Yet in spite of the completeness of the severance and the tragedy
of separation from Guernsey the life of the College continued in
exile for five years.
It would have been understandable, if in those dark days of
1940 those in authority had given up hope of maintaining the
College as a separate unit and if they had taken the easier courses
open to them of uniting with another school or billeting the boys
in private houses. The adoption of the first course of action
entailed innumerable hardships and problems that naturally
followed upon the transition of a day school to a boarding school
under conditions that were far from encouraging. The determination to preserve the College as a distinct establishment brought
rewards that more than compensated for the difficulties that
resulted from this decision. Once the immediate problems of
accommodation and equipment had been solved the College
was quick to recover from the grievous blows which it had received
and faced the future with a spirit of adventure that was unflagging
throughout all the time of exile. All seemed possessed of two of
the most important attributes of adventurers, faith and adaptability,
so that there was not only an almost full resumption of normal
activities, but also the institution of many new ones that the changed
circumstances made possible, so that when, in the summer of 1945,
the College returned to Guernsey it did so with its traditions
unimpaired and its corporate life made stronger.
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This history is intended partly as a record and partly as a tribute
to those whose devotion to the College overcame all difficulties
and turned misfortune into triumph : the Principal who had to
face countless problems and shoulder immense responsibilities
and Mrs. Milnes who so nobly supported him ; the staff who
succeeded in achieving such excellent results in spite of the difficult
teaching conditions and much personal discomfort; the committee
of O.E's and friends and all those others who were always ready
to give the College every assistance during this period of exile.

The photographs used in this book were
taken by L. R. Cohen and C. M. Y. Trotter.
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ELIZABETH COLLEGE IN EXILE, 1940—1945.

CHAPTER i.
PRELUDE TO EVACUATION
(September 1939—June 1940).
The story of the evacuation would not be complete without
some reference being made to the first few months of the war,
for only then can the full measure of the change that came over
the College in 1940 be appreciated. The serenity and prosperity
of these pre-evacuation months throw into sharper relief the
adversities and misfortunes that followed. Indeed there was little
to distinguish those early days of the war from the ones that
preceded it ; Guernsey was affected even less than England by the
transition from peace to the ' phony war ' and the Editor of the
Elizabethan echoed most people's feelings when he wrote in the
Editorial of the December magazine :—" The war has reached us
in the shape of small dislocations and inconveniences, but all these
have been overcome in one way or another ". Only in a few ways
was the life of the College disturbed, yet even these small interferences in the ordinary conduct of school activities were only too
often regarded with a certain feeting of impatience. Much hard
work was done in the summer holidays digging air-raid shelters in
front of the College but the conviction that they would never be
required was strengthened by the fact that many new boys joined
the College in the Michaelmas Term because their parents regarded
the Channel Islands as the safest place in the United Kingdom.
The requirements of the black-out regulations caused the chief
inconvenience as it was almost impossible to black out the whole
of the buildings and this meant that the activities of some of the
College societies were curtailed. However, with the coming of
spring even this minor irritant was removed and when the school
broke up for the Easter holidays there was nothing to suggest that
the summer term would be any different from the summer terms
of peace.
In the middle of the Easter holidays there came an abrupt
change in the international situation, which, although it did not
at first affect Guernsey, was the prelude to the momentous happenings that altered the destinies of everyone in the island within the
next few months. On April gth the Germans invaded Denmark
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and Norway and quickly overcame the resistance of these two
countries. A month later, on May loth Hitler struck in the west,
invading Holland and Belgium on the day that Mr. Churchill
became Prime Minister. Dutch capitulation followed swiftly and
the threat to the allied armies in France awoke England from her
lethargy and forced upon her the realisation that the danger might
extend beyond the Channel. The new Minister for War, Mr.
Anthony Eden, ordered the formation of the Local Defence
Volunteers and machine-gun posts began to appear in the streets.
These precautionary measures extended to Guernsey ; all the senior
boys joined the L.D.V's and came to school in uniform with rifles
slung across their shoulders ; a machine-gun post was constructed
outside the Telephone Exchange almost opposite the College gates
and the Field Day held on June 4th had perhaps a more serious
air about it than usual (it is not altogether surprising to note that
the main exercise was withdrawal). Yet in spite of these happenings
the war still seemed far away and on June 6th the Principal received
an urgent telephone message from England asking if he could
accommodate another boarder.
There was as yet little interruption in the school activities ;
cricket continued as usual and swimmers were taking advantage
of the unusually fine weather. On June 5th when Hitler made his
speech proclaiming a war of annihilation, the Musical Society put
on a splendid production of lolanthe in the College Hall. But
after that things began to move at a swift pace and at last the full
extent of the danger began to be realised. On June I3th the
Germans crossed the Seine and the next day they were in Paris.
French resistance collapsed and on June lyth Marshall Petain,
who had been recalled to his country's service asked for terms.
Fortunately the French maintained a scattered resistance in the
west in spite of the Armistice, and gave the Channel Islands a few
vital days extra to prepare to deal with the situation, the full
implications of which were hardly appreciated by most people in
the islands. It was not until the Army units and the R.A.F.
training Squadron left the island that the gravity of the situation
became apparent to all.
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CHAPTER 2.
THE EVACUATION
(June aoth—22nd, 1940).
Although the swift collapse of France took everyone by surprise,
the implications of the situation soon became obvious. If France
were occupied it could only be a matter of time before the Germans
took possession of the Channel Islands also. The fact that they had
been demilitarised and were therefore defenceless would accelerate
the operation. However, events had moved so swiftly it was not
altogether surprising that those in authority in the island were slow
to realise that some scheme of evacuation was necessary so that
those who wished to leave the island could do so. An attempt
was made to encourage men of military age to leave Guernsey but
at first no plan for large scale evacuation was prepared though it
was obvious that the school-children at least should be taken to
safety.
As all military forces had left the island and the civil authority
did not seem to realise the urgency of making the necessary preparations it became clear that the College and/or the schools would
have to take independent action to get the children away in time.
Accordingly on June I2th the Principal obtained an interview with
the Lieut.-Governor in which he urged the need for immediate
action ; the Governor was persuaded of the necessity for making
preparations for evacuation and he therefore called a conference
that was attended by the Bailiff, the Dean (the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the College), the Procureur and the Principal.
Together they worked out a tentative scheme and got into contact
with Jersey and with the Home Office. The outcome of these
negotiations was that the evacuation of the school-children was
decided upon and that the Bailiff of Jersey, the Procureur of
Guernsey and the Principal should fly to England so that the final
arrangements could be made with the various ministries and
Government departments who would be responsible for transport
and facilities for reception of the evacuees on the mainland. In
order to prevent panic and also to avoid disappointment should the
scheme fail, these decisions were not made public. This was just
as well for in fact the journey to England did not take place. A
'plane was eventually made available but after standing by for
two days the Lieut.-Cover nor of Jersey felt it his duty to refuse the
Bailiff, as head of the civil government of the island, permission
to leave because the situation had become critical.
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This news came on Sunday, June i6th, the day before France
capitulated. It was obvious that there was no time to lose and
that an alternative scheme must be worked out without delay,
and that it must be based on the assumption that little help would
be obtained from the mainland where the Ministries were fully
occupied in dealing with all the problems that arose from the
evacuation of the B.E.F. from Dunkirk and all available shipping
was needed to extricate the Canadian Division—the last British
troops on the continent. Contact was made with the Home Office
but the harassed officials there could not even promise the shipping
necessary to carry out the evacuation although they said that
the ' Admiralty might be able to send some '. In spite of these
discouragements the preparations went ahead in Guernsey and
the Principal met the College Directors who gave him full permission to go ahead with the scheme for evacuating the school.
Preparations were made in School House for sending the
boarders to their parents ip case the plan for evacuation could not
be completed and precautions were taken to meet the danger
from the air-raids that were expected hourly. Meanwhile, the
parents of day-boys were asked to decide whether their sons were
to remain in Guernsey or evacuate with the College. On Tuesday,
June 18th each boy took home a typewritten notice stating that
the College was going to leave the island if possible and that all
boys who received the necessary authority from their parents
would be taken. It was found on Wednesday morning when
the decisions of parents were made known that by far the greater
proportion of them wished their boys to be evacuated, and many
who at first withheld their permission later reversed their decision
and when the school did leave less than 10% were left behind.
At the same time parents were given a list of the articles that it
was deemed necessary for each boy to take. This was of necessity
a very brief list and it was also drawn up in some haste and entirely
without knowledge of the future conditions under which the
College would live, but apart from one omission (towels) it was
in later times found to contain the most essential articles for the
journey and for the period of camp life that followed. It might
be of interest to give here this short list, for multiplied by about
150 (the number of boys who took part in the evacuation) it
represented the total equipment with which the College had to
start its new life on the mainland. As the only luggage that
could be taken had to be carried by the boys themselves it was only
found possible to include the following :—Change of clothes,
satchel of books, rug, rations for 24 hours, mug, plate, knife, fork
and spoon.
The only additions to this list were odd articles of clothing etc.
that boys were able to find room for in their cases. All games
equipment had to be abandoned, even the set of golf clubs that one
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Sixth Former hoped to bring with him. It was impossible for the
O.T.C. uniforms to be taken and as it was thought unwise to leave
these in the boys' homes when the Germans did arrive it was
decided to collect them in and dispose of them together with the
rifles and other equipment. Accordingly, on Wednesday afternoon
all members of the Corps brought their uniforms to school and piled
them in the Lower School playground. The school was now ready
to move but the preparations had been completed none too soon.
By this time the German armies were moving towards the
west coast of France and already the sky to the east was darkened
by smoke rising from oil-dumps and stores in the Cherbourg
peninsula where the French were destroying what they could
before the Germans took over. Already one or two boatloads
of refugees from France had arrived in the island and it was very
clear that the arrival of the Germans would not be long delayed.
Meanwhile the Principal and the island officials were doing
their utmost to obtain shipping from England and at length on
Wednesday evening it was reported that ships would be arriving
early next day. Accordingly, after morning assembly on Thursday,
June aoth the boys were sent back home to fetch their luggage
and say farewell to their parents. The school re-assembled at
10.30 and last minute preparations were made although there was
no further news about the boats. In order to facilitate the movement of the school and to cut down the risk of boys becoming lost
on the journey it was decided to organise the College on a semimilitary basis. In order to do this everyone was assembled outside
the main buildings and the boys were divided into twelve groups
with masters in charge of the various sections. Each group was
designated by a letter and each boy by a number, so that in future
assemblies could be held and the roll called in as short a time as
possible and with the least trouble.
There was still no news about transport, but as the ships were
expected to arrive at any minute it was decided that the school
should remain outside ready to move off at a moment's notice.
It was fortunately a warm, sunny day and the only discomfort
suffered by the groups of boys sitting on their suitcases was from
dust blown by the occasional gusts of wind. There was no further
information about the ships and at i p.m. it was decided that the
boys should eat some of the rations that they had brought with
them. They were then moved off into their class-rooms for a rest
until 3 p.m. when a ration of soup was served out. News came soon
afterwards that the boats were not expected before next morning.
To avoid the necessity of carrying the luggage home again the
suitcases were stored in the gym. and the boys were re-assembled
so that instructions could be given to them about arrangements
for the next day. However, while this was being done further
news was received that transport might be arriving that evening
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after all. There was nothing definite for some time so the school
remained in the Hall until the Principal was at last able to announce
that a ship was expected to dock at about 10 that evening. The
school was dismissed and instructed to come back at 9 p.m. Many
took the opportunity of hurrying home to see their parents for the
last time.
Although the delays of the day had led many to suspect that
these arrangements would fall through, this time there was no
waiting and at 9.30 the march to the White Rock began. The
great adventure had started. None knew what lay ahead and
few could have suspected that five years would elapse before the return.
To the onlooker it must have seemed a pathetic procession
that made its way slowly down St. Julian's Avenue, halting occasionally to rest in obedience to blasts from a whistle carried by the
Principal. Although some of the luggage was transported to the
White Rock by lorry many of the boys were still burdened by their
suitcases and all were tired after the long day's wait; yet, in many
ways it was a light-hearted cavalcade. Few of the boys understood
fully the implications of the situation and set out with hearts so
full of the pleasure of adventure that there was little room left
for the sorrow of parting from homes and families. For those in
authority, however, the future was full of unknown dangers and
problems. Even if the ship did arrive and succeed in reaching
England without falling victim to German U-boats and bombers
there could be no plan for the future ; it was not even known
where the College would land. It had not been possible to make
advance arrangements with English authorities about reception
and accommodation and little help could be expected from Ministries
that were already overwhelmed with work dealing with the army
that had returned from France, and preparing to meet the dangers
of imminent attack. An equally serious problem connected with
the future was the fact that Guernsey would certainly be occupied
in a very short time, and when that happened not only would
boys be separated from their homes completely, but also the College
would be without financial resources. The only consolation was
that whatever the future might bring it would be preferable to
life under German rule.
By the time the little procession reached the end of the New
Jetty it had grown dark and no ship was in sight. After the delays
of the day a further period of waiting was regarded with the
philosophical calm of old campaigners. Many of the boys were
too tired to do anything except sit on their suitcases, but others
gathered round in groups and sang to the accompaniment of various
portable musical instruments that some of them had managed to
bring along.
It was not long, however, before a ship suddenly appeared
moving slowly through the pier-heads, its shape becoming more
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distinct as it approached the jetty. It berthed quickly and with
the minimum of fuss j preliminaries were short and it was not long
before the gangway was in position and the first groups of children
began to go on board. The College had by this time been joined
by the Ladies' College and the two Intermediate Schools and these
filed on board first. The ship was the Batavia IV, a Dutch cargo
boat that was not fitted in any special way for carrying passengers
and the four schools had to be accommodated wherever space
could be found. There were only half-a-dozen bunks, no mattresses,
few blankets and only the most inadequate sanitary arrangements.
The general discomfort was increased by the necessity of wearing
very bulky life-jackets which successfully prevented the wearer
from assuming any position of comfort. The few bunks and
cabins were occupied by some of the ladies in the party and the
smallest children were put in the saloon. Most of the rest were
put in the holds where the conditions were very bad. The boys
were crowded together with a very poor air supply and the only
means of escape in the event of a torpedo or bomb attack was up
a single companion-way and there is little doubt that if such an
attack had occurred there would have been a heavy loss of life.
Those on deck anxiously scanned the sky and sea for signs of the
enemy but the night passed uneventfully in spite of the bright
moon and smooth sea. At dawn the cliffs of England appeared
on the horizon.
It soon became apparent that the land in sight was Portland
Bill and that the port of disembarkation would be Weymouth.
The Batavia moved slowly through the mine-fields and dropped
anchor in the middle of about 50 other ships that were in the
roadstead awaiting contraband control or convoy escort. There
were many preliminary formalities to be got through and the
ship was not allowed to dock for two hours. There were another
two hours to wait before disembarkation could begin, but eventually,
at 12.30 p.m. the College assembled on Weymouth quay.
There followed five hours of negotiation with very harassed
officials who did not know whence or when refugees would arrive
or what to do with them when they did come ashore. Their
difficulties were increased by the fact that the Guernsey children
were refugees and yet British, an unique combination which did
not fit into either of the two categories with which they were
familiar ; English evacuee or foreign refugee. In spite of the
difficulties these officials in Weymouth did all they could and after
a very superficial medical examination the schools were directed
to a theatre where the children could sit down for a while and eat
a few sandwiches that had been prepared by the ladies of the town.
The Principal, meanwhile, was engaged in long negotiations
with officials who were trying in vain to obtain instructions from
London. There was no accommodation available in Weymouth
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and even if there had been it was not a particularly safe place in
which to stay. Most of the refugees who had come from European
countries had been moved to the north of England where the
confusion caused by the evacuation from Dunkirk was not so
serious, and it was eventually decided that the schools from Guernsey
should go to the north as well.
After waiting about for most of the afternoon the procession
once again moved off, this time to Weymouth station, the smaller
children by 'bus, the older boys walking and pushing their luggage
along in commandeered hand-trucks. Further negotiations were
necessary at the station but the Principal was eventually given a
ticket for 650 people—to Oldham. At 5 p.m. the train moved
slowly out of the station and the next stage of the journey began.
The conditions on the train were little better than those in
the Batavia and no arrangements could be made to meet the needs
of the long journey that was to follow. The carriages were filled
to capacity with the children and their luggage and no water was
available. This latter point was very serious and the Principal
was eventually able, by means of a message phoned through by
the guard, to arrange for water to be available when the train
stopped at Hereford later in the evening. By that time, however,
many of the children were asleep in spite of their discomfort. At
first there had been considerable interest in the countryside as the
train passed through the west country and those who had never
been in a train before were absorbed by their surroundings, but
gradually, as the train passed through Bristol and the Severn
Tunnel, through Newport and up through the hills to Abergavenny,
exhaustion overcame all but a few, so that most of them had to be
wakened when the journey at last came to an end in the early
hours of Saturday morning. It was dark and it was raining.
Oldham !
There were 'buses waiting and very soon the College assembled
once again in new surroundings. The 'buses had taken the boys
to the hall of the Oldham Industrial Co-operative Society where
refreshments were waiting, and after refreshments, bed. Few
noticed that the beds were only mattresses on a dusty floor or that
the bed-clothes consisted of a single blanket; all that they wanted
was sleep after their travels.
By the time that all had settled down it was about 4 a.m.,
more than 40 hours after that first assembly in front of the College.
During that time no-one had been able to secure any real rest,
either mental or physical; the only meals had been sandwiches ;
there had been no facilities for washing on the journey and all
bore the mark of travel upon their clothes and persons. But for
the moment little mattered except sleep.
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CHAPTER 3.
A FORTNIGHT IN OLDHAM
(June aand—July 7th).
As in Weymouth the College was received by bewildered
officials who were expecting refugees from Holland or Belgium
and had made arrangements accordingly. The hospitality of the
people of Oldham was overwhelming but this could not compensate
for the unsuitability of the accommodation provided and the
general arrangements for the welfare of the College. The O.I.C.S.
Hall was obviously only temporary shelter and quite unsuitable
for a stay of more than a few days at the most. The main Hall
was used for feeding the whole school and for this purpose it was
quite adequate as there was plenty of room and air and there was
a well equipped kitchen adjoining it. Unfortunately it also had
to be used for sleeping some of the junior forms and at first wives
of the staff had to sleep on the stage until billets could be found
for them. Conditions in the smaller hall upstairs, where the
IVth, Vth and Vlth forms were accommodated were worse. The
beds again consisted of mattresses on the floor and space was so
limited that in many cases these were touching each other. Ventilation was almost non-existent and it had a glass roof which had
been sealed with paper for the purposes of the black-out. In
another smaller room downstairs the Lower School was accommodated while the Principal and some of the masters had to sleep
in a cloak-room. These conditions combined with the inadequate
sanitary arrangements and the insalubrious atmosphere of Oldham
were likely to have a very harmful effect upon the health of the
boys, especially as the long and exhausting journey had lowered
their resistance to infection. There was a very grave danger of
some epidemic disease and although precautions were taken to
avoid it—there were daily gargling parades and the boys were
encouraged to take as much fresh air as possible—the only real
solution was removal to healthier quarters if possible to the country.
A further danger to health was the frequency with which the airraid shelters had to be used ; although there were no attacks
actually on Oldham whilst the College was there the warnings
were sounded on several nights and each time two or three hours
had to be spent in secure but unhealthy and uncomfortable quarters.
Furthermore the amount of food that could be provided on the
refugee allowance of 6 /6 a week was not enough for growing boys.
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(The financial position became easier after 2 weeks in England
when the boys were officially designated " evacuees " instead of
" refugees ".) By the end of a week in Oldham most of the boys
had coughs and colds and at one time more than 50 of them, a
third of the whole school, were attending the daily sick parade.
It was essential that the College should move but there were many
difficulties in the way and it took nearly a fortnight of negotiation
before the College could leave Oldham.
The Principal spent most of this time conferring with officials
and consulting with various Ministries and Government departments. As soon as possible after arrival in Oldham, at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, June 22nd, he put through a call to the Ministry of
Health from the local Education Office. He received a sympathetic
hearing from an Under-Secretary who promised to phone back
on Monday. But Monday passed without a call coming through
so the Principal sent a wire requesting an interview with the
Ministry on Tuesday. A reply was received to this wire but it
was merely to the effect that no useful purpose could be served by
such an interview. It appeared that the Ministry had washed
their hands of the College and the position was made more difficult
by the attitude of the authorities in Oldham. These were genuinely
concerned about the predicament of the College and were prepared
to do much to help but they did not fully appreciate the problem ;
the chief point which they failed to understand was the necessity
to move the College out of the unhealthy atmosphere of an industrial
town. They urged that the College should accept the offer of
billets while there was still an opportunity. This solution did not
commend itself and the Principal continued with his efforts to
move to a healthier spot. He therefore got in touch with an M.P.
on Tuesday morning who promised that if the Principal could
get to London and meet him at 10 o'clock on Wednesday morning
he would see to it that he received an interview with the Ministry.
Meanwhile, Mr. Shaw, a member of the staff who had connections with the Unitarian church, put forward a suggestion
that seemed to contain some hope of a solution. The Unitarians
maintained at Great Hucklow, a village in the Peak District, some
holiday homes which would be suitable for temporary accommodation at least. Accordingly the Principal visited Hucklow on
his way to London on Tuesday evening and was favourably
impressed with the possibilities offered by the homes. He therefore
took to London the germ of a plan which he put forward when the
promised interview took place. There had been a certain amount
of confusion at the Ministry and the officials whom he saw were
very anxious to give every assistance and the preliminary arrangements were made within the space of a few minutes.
There remained much negotiation with local authorities in
Oldham and in Derbyshire. Besides the various Government
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departments there were many arrangements to be made with those
responsible for the Holiday Homes. It says much for the good will
that existed on all sides that the necessary arrangements for the
removal of the College to Hucklow were completed in just over
a week.
During this time every effort was made to find occupations
for the boys and supply them with exercise and fresh air. As the
Principal had his time fully occupied with his negotiations he was
unable to devote much of his attention to the day to day running
•of the school. He therefore continued with the semi-military
organisation and supplemented these arrangements by appointing
an adjutant with powers to act for him in all routine matters.
The fact that Mr. Manchester was O.C. the Corps and also a
resident master made him the obvious candidate for this post.
Mr. Manchester dealt with all the problems that called for
immediate attention and issued, in true military fashion, daily
orders. (The success of this arrangement was such that it continued,
with some modifications, during the whole of the stay in England).
At the same time Mr. Shaw was appointed Bursar to look
after the finances of the boys and the school. He collected the
small amounts of money that the boys had brought over with them
and issued it as pocket money during the ensuing weeks. He also
purchased any necessary items that were required by the school
including 300 towels and 3 cwt. of soap which the C.W.S. supplied
at wholesale prices.
The daily routine at Oldham was :—
7.30 a.m. Rising Bell.
8.30 a.m. Breakfast (then gargle and sick parade),
i.o p.m. Lunch.
5.0 p.m. Tea.
8.0 p.m. Supper.
8.30 p.m. Quiet Period.
10.0 p.m. Lights out (for Seniors).
It will be noticed that this timetable contained little but meals
and the spare time between them had to be filled with some activity
or other. For the Vth and Vlth Forms as much of this time as
possible was devoted to school work for the Higher and School
Certificate examinations were less than a month away. This work
was carried on under great difficulties in a neighbouring chapel
with little equipment, few books and no facilities for doing prep.
For the rest of the school normal work was quite out of the
question and it was essential that they should get as much exercise
and fresh air as possible and also sufficient entertainment to take
their minds off their present predicament and to make the separation
from their homes and families easier to bear.
Fortunately the people of Oldham came to the rescue and
their kindness knew no bounds ; they gave every assistance that
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they could and put at the disposal of the College many of the
facilities that the town could offer. The boys were allowed to
row on the ornamental lake at Alexandra Park free of charge and
they were also given the free use of the bathing pool and baths at
Union Street. Nearly every day several groups of boys went for
a swim there. Opportunities for cricket were also provided and
equipment was kindly lent. The ist XI played three evening
matches, two against Hollinwood C.G. and one against Hulme
Grammar School. On two or three occasions the ground of this
latter school was used for form games and Chadderton Grammar
School offered the use of their grounds for nets. There were also
conducted tours arranged for Senior members 'of the school, one
to the O.I.C.S. Dairy and one to the Belgrave cotton mill. On
two occasions boys were allowed to explore the moors on the
Yorkshire and Lancashire border when they accompanied a
local rambling club, the Moor-wardens, on hikes of nearly 20 miles.
The outdoor activities were supplemented by various indoor
entertainments including a free film show and concert. The
O.I.G.S. Institute which contained a library, billiards room and
a reading room, was opened free. In addition the boys provided
much of their own entertainment for the hours that had to be
spent inside. A variety of table-tennis played on the floor was
one of the many improvised games that helped to pass the time.
There were also sing-songs on some evenings and an evening of
charades.
The fortnight spent in Oldham therefore passed quickly and
the kindness of the people made the stay there as enjoyable as the
circumstances permitted. It was not, however, the sort of life
that could be tolerated for long and it was a relief when the
negotiations for the transfer to Great Hucklow were complete.
The Lower School went first as they were to be accommodated in
the Holiday Homes which were not in need of much immediate
attention. Major Caldwell was in charge of this party and he was
also given the task of arranging for billets for the staff in the village.
Mr. Manchester followed with an advance party of Senior boys to
prepare for the reception of the Upper School. Finally, on Sunday,
July 7th the rest of the school followed, accompanied by the Ladies'
College.
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CHAPTER 4.
JULY AND AUGUST IN GREAT HUCKLOW.
Great Hucklow contrasted favourably with the unpleasant
environment of a big industrial town like Oldham and it proved
to be the ideal spot for the College to spend the remaining months
of the summer. It is a small village set in the heart of the Peak
District about 12 miles west of Sheffield and situated about 1,000
feet above sea-level. The air was fresh and clean after Oldham's
soot and grime and the surrounding countryside provided endless
opportunity for exercise. In these pleasant surroundings the
College had a glorious chance to recover from the unhealthy
conditions of the past fortnight and to build up the strength of
the boys to meet the unaccustomed rigours of the winter. It also
gave the opportunity for the College to settle down as a boarding
school and it provided space in which plans for the future could
be made.
Although the move from Oldham was made so quickly the
various authorities concerned had done much to make the transfer
as easy as possible. The advance parties, too, had done their
work very well so that all was ready when the main portion of the
school arrived.
The Ladies' College was accommodated in two large houses
in the village itself; the majority of them were in the Florence
Nightingale Memorial Home which in normal times was a rest
and holiday home for men, the rest were in Barleycrofts, a smaller
building but a very pleasant one which had been the women's
home. Both of these premises were the property of the Unitarian
Sunday School Union and later, when the Ladies' College moved
to Denbigh, they were taken over by Elizabeth College Junior
Department. In the meantime, however, these boys were put
in the Holiday Homes which had been used in peacetime for
weekend camps for die boys of the big industrial cities of the north.
These homes consisted of several corrugated iron huts set on a
slope overlooking the village. There were three large huts, two
of which were dormitories and the third was the dining room (used
by the whole school). In addition there were various smaller
buildings used as kitchens, Staff quarters, a recreation room and
an isolation ward. To these were later added a shower bath, for
the washing arrangements were found to be inadequate. The
Senior part of the school was housed in the premises of the Lancashire
and Derbyshire Gliding Club which were situated about half a mile
from the village on the top of a plateau, the western part of which
formed the flying field. The Gliding Club had ceased to operate
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soon after the outbreak of war and their club-house known as
Camp Hill Farm, and all their other buildings were unoccupied.
The four bedrooms in the club-house were occupied by Mr. Cole
and members of the Sixth and the club-room was used as a classroom. There were also on the ground-floor a kitchen and a bar.
Adjoining the club-house was a large workshop and above it a
loft which had been converted into a dormitory for the Air Defence
Cadets who were trained there at one time ; this contained about
30 double tier beds and formed the Fifth Form dormitory Across
the yard from the club-house was a shippon which had been
converted into a dining-room ; at first this was used as a class-room
but later became a dormitory. In an outhouse on one side of the
club-house was the ' bathroom ', which contained a tin bath, a
copper and about half-a-dozen enamel basins. All the upper part
of the school had to bath here so that bath days called for elaborate
preparation and no little organisation. The water was heated
in the copper and then poured into the bath ; the bathers were
allowed not more than three minutes in the water during which
time they soaped themselves all over, had a basin of cold water
thrown over them and had their backs scrubbed by the next in
the queue ; more hot water was then added and it was then the
next one's turn. Lastly there was the hangar built on the edge
of the Flying Field about 200 yards from Camp Hill Farm. Half
the space in this corrugated iron structure was taken up by gliders
and was cut off from the rest by two large glider-trailers. The
other half of the hangar formed a dormitory for Forms IV and
Ilia, and also sleeping quarters for Mr. Reddish and a prefect.
The rest of the staff were accommodated either in the village
or in Tideswell, a small town about two miles away. The Principal
and Mrs. Milnes occupied a caravan behind the clubhouse.
The boys soon got used to their new surroundings and began
to take advantage of the opportunities that were offered by camp
life in this wonderful countryside. Very soon, too, they settled
down to the general routine which was as follows :—
7 a.m.
8.30
10—12.15
12.30 p.m.
i.o
2.0—3.0
3.0—5.0
5.0
6.0—7.30
7.45
8.0
10.0

Get up, wash and make beds.
Breakfast, followed by cleaning dormitories.
Lessons.
P.T.
Lunch.
Lessons.
• Baseball or walk.
Tea.
Baseball or walk.
Prayers and roll-call.
Cocoa and biscuits.
Lights out (for seniors).

FI.ORKNCK N I G H T I N G A L E HOME.

HOLIDAY HOMES.

Jit
•f

THE LODGE.

THE COTTAGE.
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There were of course many other things that had to be fitted
in like the bathing arrangements already mentioned. In addition
laundry had to be catered for, in time shoe repairs were needed,
and the services of a barber had to be obtained. Later when August
came arrangements were made for as many boys as possible to
be sent on holiday ; some boys had friends or relations in England—
though many of these lived in areas that were in danger from air
attack and the boys were unable to go there—but quite a few had
nowhere to go at all. Although it was not possible for all these
to be sent away many were given a week or a fortnight's holiday
by kindly Derbyshire people.
The first day at Great Hucklow was spent cleaning up the
camp ; paths needed weeding, nettles had to be cut down and
there was much litter to be picked up. The boys in the hangar
also occupied part of the day learning how to arrange blankets
on camp beds that stood on a concrete floor ; they had discovered
during their first night's rest that in these circumstances more
bed-clothes are required under the sleeper than on top of him.
The next day school re-started for the whole College. For the
Fifth and Sixth forms this was a serious matter for their Certificate
exams were right on top of them. There was only a short time to
make all the necessary arrangements but all these were completed
in time and the examinations were held in the Recreation Room
in the Holiday Homes. In spite of the tremendous difficulties
of the preceding weeks the results were very satisfactory. For the
rest school was not such a serious business and in fine weather
lessons were often cancelled in favour of a ramble or a game of
baseball. However, lessons kept the boys occupied for three
hours a day and did help to keep their brains active. In fine
weather lessons were usually held out of doors, on the steps of the
Holiday Homes, in the courtyard of Camp Hill Farm, in the field
behind the Homes and even, at times, on Abney Moor amongst
the curlews and grouse. When it was wet lessons took place in
the dining room of the Homes and in the dining room at Camp
Hill, the Sixth used the club-room, the Fourth ' form-room'
was an open shed at Camp-hill and the hangar was also used with
beds as desks and the glider-trailers as a blackboard. School
under these conditions continued well into August when more and
more time was taken up by rehearsals for Twelfth Night.
It was Capt. Chambers who conceived the idea of reviving
the College Shakespearian Society although no doubt his enthusiasm
owed not a little to the fact that Great Hucklow is the possessor
of a fine little theatre. This building which is a converted barn
and is known as the Playhouse, was turned into a theatre by Mr.
L. du Garde Peach and in it he produced many plays performed
by the Village Players, usually at the time of the full moon. The
Playhouse, although small, was very well equipped in every way
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and it also had a fine wardrobe which came in very useful. Not
only was the College allowed the use of the theatre and the costumes
but Mr. Peach himself gave every assistance possible ; he came
to rehearsals, advised the stage hands and gave assistance with the
make-up.
In addition to all the fun and entertainment provided by
amateur theatricals Twelfth Night served other purposes as well.
In the first place it kept the boys fully occupied for nearly a month
and of course it did not merely affect the actors ; many of the
boys were stage-hands, scenery painters and electricians ; others
painted posters while nearly all the rest cycled, walked and hitchhiked round the countryside selling tickets. And secondly the
proceeds were urgently needed to help those boys who were
completely cut off from friends and relations.
For the first time the Ladies' College co-operated with Elizabeth
College and all the female parts were taken by girls. This
experiment was amply justified by the success of the play.
As soon as all the preliminary arrangements had been made
and copies of the play had been obtained Capt. Chambers started
rehearsals and all were kept very hard at work from then onwards
for although the first rehearsal was not until July igth, the first
public performance was given on August I5th.
Meanwhile, Major Caldwell got together a very competent
band of stage hands and got to work on the sets ; Mr. Shaw was
once again the business manager as he had so often been before
the war ; Mr. Cole, too, was busy arranging the music, teaching
the recorder players and rehearsing Feste in his songs.
Performances were given—at the time of the full moon—
on August 15th, i6th. iyth and igth to large and enthusiastic
audiences. After a week's rest the whole company moved to
Buxton where they were shown much hospitality, both official
and private. Four performances were given at the Buxton Playhouse at the end of August.
The hard work put in by Capt. Chambers and all the others
concerned was well rewarded by the enjoyment of all who had
anything to do with the play and from the financial standpoint,
too, Twelfth Night was a success ; the proceeds from the various
performances amounted to about £140.
Although rehearsals for Twelfth Night took up much time
there was still plenty of opportunity for outdoor activities. The
surrounding countryside was explored in countless walks and
rambles ; some of these walks took the boys to the Kinderscout
area and on others they visited the Peak Cavern, Peveril Castle
and the Blue John mine at Castleton ; a favourite walk was over
the Sir William Road across Abney Moor to Hathersage and back
through Grindelford and the plague village of Eyam. For shorter
walks there were close at hand the lovely Bretton Clough and
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Hucklow Edge where a wonderful view over the Hope Valley to
Kinderscout could be obtained.
Unfortunately cricket was almost out of the question, for,
quite apart from the fact that the school had no equipment, there
was no ground available in the village at that time. Tideswell,
however, had a cricket club with a ground of sorts near the village.
The ist XI played two matches against them once again having
to borrow bats and pads. The colts also played one game at the
beautiful Baslow ground on the edge of Chatsworth Park, against
a side raised by Sir Alan Bowles. Apart from these three games
there was no more cricket that season, but baseball proved to be
a popular substitute ; the first time, surely, that this game has been
recognised as the official summer game of an English Public School.
It has the great virtue of simplicity calling for little equipment and
not a great measure of technical skill; moreover, the ' diamond '
does not require the fastidious attention demanded by a cricket
wicket. Mr. Reddish managed to acquire a few bats, balls and gloves
and very soon baseball on the Flying Field became part of each
day's programme. Besides Form matches and games between the
' Camp Hill Farmites' and the ' Hangar Homers' there were
two titanic struggles between the school and the masters, the first
game ending in victory for the staff.
Baseball on the Flying Field was brought to an abrupt end
on August 25th for during the previous night a German aircraft
had dropped a string of bombs across the vale in which Tideswell
lies. These came down in groups of two or three at intervals of
about 300 yards ; the last group fell 300 yards short of Camp Hill.
Others exploded near the Holiday Homes but no damage was done
and there were no casualties. In all probability the plane was
jettisoning its bombs after an unsuccessful attempt to reach
Manchester or Sheffield but it is just possible that as it was a clear
night the crew might have mistaken the Flying Field for an aerodrome. If the latter were the case there was the chance of further
attack and the Principal deemed it wise to evacuate the hangar
and move the boys who were sleeping there to the Recreation
Room at the Holiday Homes and the dining room at Camp Hill.
He also decided that it would be unwise to continue to play baseball
on the Flying Field in case the Germans sent a plane over in daytime.
Baseball continued in the vicinity of the Holiday Homes and
there still remained many other opportunities of taking exercise ;
some of the Lower Sixth expended much time and a great deal of
energy in a not altogether successful attempt to construct a swimming
pool in Bretton Clough. Rambles continued to be popular and a
few of the boys who had managed to get hold of bicycles went
off on long rides. There is no doubt that during the stay at
Hucklow all the boys derived great benefit from their surroundings
and they were thus able to withstand better the rigours of winter
in the Peak District.
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Among the benefits that resulted from the evacuation was
the opportunity for corporate worship. In normal times the
College only worshipped together three times a year, but since
leaving Guernsey the school had been able to go to church each
Sunday. In Oldham the College attended matins in the smokegrimed, but still lovely parish church, and in Great Hucklow,
together with the Ladies' College, they attended service in the
Unitarian chapel in the village. As the end of July approached
it was inevitable that the minds of all should turn to the Commemoration Service when parents and O.E's had joined the two
Colleges in the Town Church on the last Sunday of Term. It was
felt that far from discontinuing this custom the service would have
greater meaning than ever and the act of worship would combine
the thanks for past favours with prayers for strength and guidance
to meet the trials that were to come. Arrangements were therefore
made and the service was held in Tideswell Church, the magnificent
'Cathedral of the Peak', on Sunday, July aist. The Principal
conducted the service and the College provided the choir.
(A full account of the service appears in the ELIZABETHAN for
February, 1941, Vol. LVII, No. i. It will be noted that in this
account the date is given incorrectly as August 4th.)
Although life at Hucklow was a healthy and vigorous one
as the summer progressed the necessity for finding more permanent
accommodation became a matter of urgency. Neither the Holiday
Homes nor Camp Hill were suitable for occupation during the
winter months. Three possible schemes were examined.
It was suggested that the plan originally put forward at Oldham,
the billeting of the boys, should be carried out and that the College
should use the premises of some neighbouring school if one could
be found. A second scheme also involved billeting; it was
suggested that the College should if possible join up with some
Public or Grammar School, that the day boys should be billeted
and that the boarders should take over a house. The third
alternative was for the College to remain a completely separate
and independent unit.
Whichever plan was eventually adopted it was obvious from
the outset that the difficulties would be enormous. There was a
danger in billeting schemes that the entity of the College would
be destroyed and that the dispersal of the boys would loosen the
control of the school authorities over them. It would also have
been extremely difficult by this time to find a school able and willing
to accommodate another 150 boys. The first two schemes had
other disadvantages ; if billeting were resorted to there seemed
little doubt that boys who had parents or guardians in England
would leave the school and the unit left would be too small to enjoy
a separate existence ; the second scheme also left unsolved the
enormous difficulty of providing clothes and other necessities on
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a par with those of the hosts, for those boys who were without
resources in England.
The third scheme also had its problems. Premises had to be
found, not an easy thing to do in the late summer of 1940 ; domestic
and school equipment had to be obtained ; a domestic staff" would
have to be recruited and solutions found to the manifold problems
of finance.
The various schemes provoked much discussion and led to
many consultations between the Principal, the Staff, the H.M.I,
and the Directors of the College who were in England. (It was
not until 1941 that an emergency Board of Directors was set up
and officially recognised). Eventually the last scheme was approved
largely because it preserved the College as a single and independent
unit.
Once the main decision was taken the search for suitable
premises began. The task was formidable for there were 150
boys in the school and the finances of the College were such that
it was necessary to find an establishment that could be economically
run. The Principal spent several weeks inspecting various houses—
about 20 in all—which at first sight seemed suitable. Closer
inspection proved them all to be unsatisfactory for one reason or
another, usually because of inadequate sanitary arrangements or
poor kitchen equipment. Eventually a house was found near
Buxton that fulfilled most of the requirements except that it was
not large enough to house the whole College. Fortunately at
this juncture the Ladies' College decided to move into billets in
Denbigh and they vacated the two hostels in Hucklow at the end
of the summer. The Secretary and Committee responsible for the
Homes agreed that their place might be taken by the Junior
Department of the College, an arrangement that was later confirmed
by the Ministry of Health at Nottingham. This meant that about
60 boys (i.e. from Division iii to Form Ilia) could be accommodated
there whilst the Senior Department could just be fitted in at
Whitehall, the house that had been found at Buxton.
The negotiations for Whitehall were more prolonged and more
difficult. A large number of authorities had to give their approval
before a decision could be made ; the Ministry of Health (at
Manchester this time), Buxton Sanitary authorities, the Stockport
Water Board (one side of the Whitehall estate drained into the
Ooyt Valley where Stockport obtained its water supply), the
Director of Education and the H.M.I, for Derbyshire. Altogether
nine inspections were carried out by the various interested bodies ;
but more serious than the actual inspections was the time that was
allowed to elapse between each one. It was very difficult to get
the officials to see that time was getting short; the autumn would
soon set in making life at Hucklow very unpleasant for those living
in the Holiday Homes and at Camp Hill and moreover the longer
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it took to get the College settled the more difficult it would be to
obtain equipment.
About the middle of August a frightening proposal was made
by the Board of Education ; they intervened with a suggestion that
the schemes for Whitehall should be abandoned and that the
College should be accommodated (together with the 30 or 40
boys who had evacuated from Victoria College, Jersey) in some
disused huts situated somewhere in the Wirral peninsula.
This promised to be an even worse solution than remaining
at Hucklow and the Principal hurried to London where he was
able to convince the Chief Inspector that such a plan was out of
the question. Even so the Board would not give their consent to
the Whitehall scheme until further inspections had been carried
out. Experience had shown that considerable time would be
wasted over these inspections and the Principal took the risk of
ordering equipment and furniture without waiting for final approval
to be given. Soon afterwards the owners of Whitehall moved
out and the Principal took the further risk of moving the boys in
before all the authorities had given their consent and before the
lease had been signed. It was fortunate that this chance was taken
for only two days after the first party had moved in the army
requisitioned every empty house in the area. A week later the
lease was agreed to by the committee of Directors and O.E's which
had been formed to guarantee the financial side of the Whitehall
scheme. Later it became known that the Board of Education had
at last withdrawn its opposition and the College received permission
to move into a house which it was already occupying.
On September 3Oth the last party of seniors moved into
Whitehall and the College was at last able to begin its re-settlement
in England. There were still many problems to be faced and many
difficulties to be overcome but the period of uncertainty was over
and the College could settle down and establish itself in a more or
less permanent home until the time came for the return to Guernsey.
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CHAPTER 5.
THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT SETTLES IN AT
WHITEHALL.
Because of the lack of equipment the first few weeks at Whitehall
were difficult ones. The house was in good condition but contained
practically no furniture and was not over-endowed with cupboard
space. Much equipment had been ordered but beds, bedding,
tables and chairs were not easily obtainable in the late summer of
1940 when those made homeless by the daylight blitz had to be
rehoused and when preparations were being made to accommodate
people in underground shelters during the coming winter. By the
end of September the barest essentials had arrived but furniture
was to remain a pressing problem not only because of scarcity but
also through lack of funds. Beds and mattresses were obtained
first although blankets arrived in sufficient quantity just in time to
meet the needs of the cold winter. Fortunately the Gliding Club
at Hucklow was able to sell the College a number of beds and
blankets and many of the boys who had friends or relations in
England supplied their own. In addition the W.V.S. supplied
blankets and knitted coverlets. Enough tables were obtained—;
these were not elegant but they were serviceable—and sufficient
chairs. The wear and tear on the latter proved so great that
after a time each boy was allocated a chair and was made responsible
for its upkeep. Even the most careful found that after a year or
two their chairs needed bracing with wire or string. Fortunately
most boys had brought their own plates and cutlery with them
and each was made responsible for his own utensils. Dormitory
furniture was completely lacking ; suitcases continued to act as
wardrobes, helped out by home-made rustic hanging rails.
The strain put upon clothes by camp life at Hucklow soon
became felt as winter approached. Fortunately there were many
organisations, official and private, always ready to help. Much
help was received, for instance, from the C.I. Refugee Committee,
and the W.V.S. (Regional). As time went on the school uniform
was replaced by shorts in summer and a wide variety of furry
garments (chiefly Canadian) in the winter. Mending was a very
large item and only the assistance given by masters' wives and
friends and the local W.V.S. made it possible for the Whitehall
staff to keep up with the very high ' accident rate '.
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The staffing of Whitehall was another very big problem.
Again the difficulty was twofold ; the conscription of people in
nearly all walks of life together with the remoteness of Whitehall
made it difficult to obtain labour and there was also as usual the
problem of finance for the evacuee allowance barely covered the
cost of the food for the boys. At first Mrs. Milnes undertook the
enormous task of cooking for the 90 boys at Whitehall and of
dealing with their ailments ; sickness was fortunately rare but
appetites were large. Her duties were made easier by. the arrival
of Mrs. Emanuel and Mrs. Hansen Bay who between them did
the matron's part of the work—duties that involved many domestic
tasks besides the ordinary sick-room routine. They, with Mrs.
Milnes were responsible for this side of school life during the early
difficult months. Because of the big influx of evacuees into Buxton
labour was scarce but as much as the school could afford was soon
found although transport to and from Buxton, three miles away,
was always a difficulty. These could only be spared for a few of
the domestic tasks and much work had to be done by the boys
themselves.
Instead of adopting a fagging system the work was done by
orderlies whose duties were allotted according to various complicated rotas that required skilful arrangement. Each day five
boys were kitchen orderlies with duties that included peeling two
enormous saucepans of potatoes in the early hours of the morning
and general tasks in the kitchen such as washing up and helping
to issue the food. In addition there were form-room, fire and table
orderlies responsible for the heating and cleanliness of the formrooms. There were dormitory orderlies to keep the dormitories
tidy and until they were later replaced by domestic staff there
were orderlies responsible for cleaning the passages and staircases
of the house. Others helped with the sick-room work and many
other tasks were carried out such as feeding the chickens, stoking
the central-heating and hot-water boilers and the maintenance
of the engine that generated electricity—not always efficiently—
for the whole estate. Other boys undertook the feeding of the
inhabitants of Whitehall who were there before the College arrived ;
these were a dog, Crispin, who soon became friends with everyone
and a peacock and a peahen. The boys were soon to discover
that peacocks make their presence known in other ways than by
their plumage ; it became their custom to serenade the dormitories
in the middle of the night with a cry that is something between a
quack and a croak. They were often joined in their nocturnal
chorus by sheep which had wandered into the grounds. However
the peacocks survived and at one time their numbers increased
to six.
There were many other less pleasant tasks and these were
usually carried Out by boys w,ho found themselves sentenced to
*••"'
.•* '*
.«.**• *"
"
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the awkward squad for misbehaviour so that while they received
their punishment they were at the same time performing a service
to the community. A regular task for squad was the sifting of
ashes so that the larger ones could be used again in the many
fires. Although Whitehall was equipped with a central heating
system this was far from sufficient and for most of the winter fires
were necessary in most of the form-rooms. Goal was in very short
supply and it was impossible to allow its use in form-rooms.
Fortunately the estate was well-wooded and wood was burned
with such cinders and slack as was available. All the rooms had
very large fire-places and consumed considerable quantities of fuel
so the fire-orderlies had to get in large supplies before their turn
came round. There was a certain amount of organised lumbering
at one time and another but the lack of implements and storage
space made it impossible to get in very large supplies.
Whitehall was in many ways an ideal spot for the school but
it had its disadvantages, not the least of which was lack of room.
The house is built around a central courtyard and contained the
following rooms which served as class-rooms :
Servants' Hall
Upper Sixth.
Billiard Room
IVa.
Drawing Room
Va.
Entrance Hal]
Ilia (later known as IVb).
Dining Room
Lower Sixth.
There was also the gun-room which was used at various times
as a form-room for Vb, as a private study room and as a reading
room and Library. Apart from these rooms there were on the
ground floor the Library, which the Principal used as his drawingroom, dining-room and study, and the kitchen and butler's pantry.
The kitchen was well-equipped and although not designed to deal
with the cooking of food for 90 people it was better equipped to do
this than most other houses of the size of Whitehall. Cooking was
done on an Aga cooker which was later supplemented by oilstoves ; even so the potatoes had to be cooked in the Upper Sixth
form-room on most days.
The class-rooms had to be used for all purposes and not merely
for lessons ; breakfast and tea were eaten in the form-rooms, each
form being supervised by a prefect, but lunch was taken in Va and
Ilia form-rooms supervised by the Principal (Seniors) and Mr.
Reddish (Juniors). This arrangement would have been pleasant
for other meals as well but it involved a great deal of furniture
removal and could not be carried out easily more than once a
day. The form-rooms had of necessity to be used for all forms of
indoor recreation and there was no place for a boy to work quietly
by himself. Conditions were just as cramped in the seven dormitories
upstairs where there was room for little more than the beds. At
first two attic bedrooms were used as dormitories but these had
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to be used for resident domestic staff when these were obtained.
Fortunately there was also sleeping accommodation outside the
main building. A fairly large group of buildings known as the
Cottage provided dormitories for 10 boys as well as two rooms for
Mr. Cole. Three boys lived in the two rooms formerly occupied
by the groom, a residence that soon became known as the Flat.
This group of buildings also included a garage, stables, two large
lofts, a store room and the engine room. At the end of each of
Whitehall's drives, both of which led to the main Manchester Road
(A.6.), were lodges ; one of these was at first inhabited by the
gamekeeper but when he left in 1943 it was used as a staff residence.
The other lodge, on the main drive, was vacant and Mr. Reddish
moved in with nine boys who were reputed to be too noisy for the
main building. Later Mr. Reddish married and went to live in
Buxton and the domestic staff of Whitehall moved into the lodge.
Only 80 or 90 boys could be accommodated at Whitehall
and under the cramped conditions more than the usual amount of
supervision was inevitable. The cleaning of class-rooms and
dormitories was supervised each day by Mr. Reddish and on
Saturday mornings the Principal carried out a thorough inspection.
At other times supervision was largely carried out by. prefects who
had to bear more responsibility than is customary in a boarding
school living under normal conditions. It has already been
mentioned that they presided in the form-rooms at mealtimes and
they also assisted Mr. Reddish to take prep. A prefect slept in
each dormitory and was responsible for the discipline and tidiness
of its occupants. Each day a prefect on duty had to see that
orderlies were carrying out their tasks satisfactorily, ring the bells,
call rolls, take squad, check the black-out and generally supervise
the carrying out of the everyday tasks. Prefects were also allotted
special duties, supervising the apportioning of food in the kitchen
before it was distributed to the various form-rooms, seeing that the
lockers were kept tidy, bicycles properly looked after and so on.
The whole of the domestic side of school life naturally evolved
gradually but the transition from day school to boarding school
was carried out more smoothly than even the most sanguine had
forecast. Indeed the essential part of the routine was so firmly
established that school work began again on October ist, the day
after the last party of boys arrived from Great Hucklow.
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CHAPTER 6.
SCHOOL WORK AT WHITEHALL
The difficulties that had to be overcome before school work
could be resumed were hardly less numerous than those met with
in setting up the College as a boarding school in its new home.
Once again the chief problem was the acquisition of essential
requirements in the face of shortages and scarcity of money. It
will be remembered that the only school equipment brought from
Guernsey was a satchel of books carried by each boy and naturally
many had been left behind and others had been lost during the
three months' journeyings in England. There was no stationery to
speak of, no stocks of text-books and no reference library.
These problems were gradually solved largely through the
co-operation of the Derbyshire Education Committee who did all
they could to help in difficult times. Even so the first term was
one of great difficulty, work being carried on with the minimum of
books and stationery. There was never an abundance of anything
but after a time supplies became adequate.
The County Library also came to the assistance of the College
and was of great value for providing fiction for general reading
as well as books for Sixth Form work. Contact was made through
the local branch at Chapel-en-le-Frith and each term a fresh
supply of books was made available to the College and any book
required at other times could usually be obtained. For the first
three years the books were kept in the Library at Whitehall but
after that they were kept in the gun-room which was converted
into a reading room. Two boys were appointed Librarians and
were entirely responsible for the running of the library. In this
way most of the reference books needed by the Sixth were available
and there was usually a wide selection of works of fiction available
as well.
Perhaps the greatest difficulty that had to be overcome was
the provision of facilities for the teaching of science. There was
obviously no possibility of equipping a laboratory at Whitehall
even if the equipment had been available. The problem was
solved by means of an arrangement with Buxton College whereby
laboratory space there was made available during the afternoons.
This solution was the best possible—indeed it was the only one—
but there were many disadvantages, not the least of which was
that Buxton College was three miles away and a 'bus had to be
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chartered to take the boys to the laboratory. (Only two 'buses
a week passed Whitehall on regular services). It also meant
that the time-table had to be arranged to fit in with these arrangements, a fact that led to a certain amount of disorganisation of
domestic duties and games times. It resulted also in the Sixth
Form not having nearly enough time for practical work. However,
in spite of these difficulties the standard of work in physics and
chemistry was maintained.
Among the other problems was that of teaching staff, for
although the school was reduced in size the fact that it was divided
into two departments made the gaps left by masters who had
been called up more difficult to fill. In the first year or so of the
war Major Le Cheminant, Mr. Manchester, Mr. Mead and Mr.
Jones had all joined the forces. When the school divided Major
Caldwell was left behind at Hucklow in charge of the Junior
Department with Miss Comber, Capt. Chambers and Mr. Shaw
to help him. The rest of the staff went with the Senior Department
but there was only accommodation for Mr. Cole and Mr. Reddish
at Whitehall. Mr. Waite, Mr. Thompson and Mr. Littlewood
managed to find houses or flats in Buxton but this meant a journey
of three miles each day over a road that was often feet deep in snow
in the winter. Mr. Wheadon lived in a farm at Combs, a village
to the north of Whitehall and about two miles away. His walk
to school was over farm tracks usually ankle-deep in mud or kneedeep in snow. In spite of the hardships involved these masters nearly
always managed to make the journey to Whitehall whatever the
weather conditions. The difficulties of teaching under these
conditions were such that when there were vacancies in the staff
they were hard to fill. However, in spite of the fact that three
of the original masters did not return with the College (Mr. Waite,
whose untimely death is recorded in the Elizabethan of Feb. 1944,
Mr. Wheadon and Mr. Cole) staff was always found.
The devotion of the staff and the triumph of everyone over the
difficulties of the time are fully shown in the list of scholastic
successes which compare well with pre-war years and in some cases
are an improvement on the results obtained in easier times under
more pleasant conditions.
SCHOLASTIC SUCCESSES, 1940—1945.
SCHOOL CERTIFICATES.
Certs. Obtained
Distinctions
Credits
1940
17
14
58
1941
19
14
85
1942
17
9
73
1943
18
16
74
1944
20
7
81
1945
8
i
22
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HIGHER CERTIFICATES.
1940
i
1941
5
1942
3
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1943
1944
'945

7
2
5

SCHOLARSHIPS TO OXFORD.
1941—V. J. Collas, P. T. P. Houedard. History.
1942—G. E. Honey. Natural Science.
1943—V. G. Collenette. History. W. J. Gaudion. Nat. Science.
1944—R. A. Le Page. History.
1945—A. M. Hunter. History.
(1941—L. W. Dorey. Open Scholarship in Modern Languages
at the University College of Southampton.)
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CHAPTER 7.
GAMES AND RECREATIONS.
Life at Whitehall was nothing if not vigorous. The countryside
provided almost limitless opportunities for taking exercise even if
the weather was not always co-operative—as the following extracts
from a diary will show :—
" May 5th, 1941—Played baseball. Almost too hot to be
enjoyable.
May yth, 1941—Colder today ; snow fell ".
However, the contrasts in the weather were not allowed to
interfere with outdoor activities more than could be helped, and
in fact the snow and ice of winter provided many new forms of
outdoor recreation.
The severity of the first winter at Whitehall came as something
of a surprise. To boys who had rarely seen snow before in their
lives the sight of telephone wires coated with an inch or two of
ice and walls three or four feet high barely showing above the
drifts it must have seemed that the north pole could not be far
away.
It was soon realised that if normal outdoor activities were
out of the question there was no limit to the amount of exercise
and enjoyment that could be obtained from the winter conditions.
After the first big fall of snow there was a rush to make toboggans.
Some of these were constructed from " kits " but for most a variety
of materials was used including an old wooden hut that stood in
a neighbouring field. The favourite toboggan run was on a slope
overlooking Combs Valley whose natural banking earned it the name
Brooklands. It numbered among its attractions a marsh at the
bottom which never seemed to freeze over no matter how low the
temperature. Another run that attracted the more adventurous
spirits was on Rake's End, a very steep slope above the Manchester
Road ; this one terminated in a high wall and fatal injuries could
only be avoided by baling out of the toboggan before the moment
of impact. The mortality rate among the toboggans used on
this run was naturally high and the shortage of materials for repairs
led to a rapid decline in its popularity.
The Principal possessed some skis and some boys attempted
this deceptively difficult sport, but skating proved to be the most
popular winter pastime of all. There was a large pond at Sandy
Lane, about a mile from Whitehall which made a perfect skating
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•rink. It was sheltered from most winds so that the ice was nearly
always smooth, and it was usually free of snow. This pond was
well over an acre in extent and so provided ample space for the
unpredictable movements of the beginners and for the more daring
exploits of the experts. After a winter or two there were plenty of
the latter, attempting figures, racing, and playing a form of icehockey that called for little equipment and fewer rules.
The snow was rarely allowed to interfere with cross-country
running which provided exercise when the weather made games
or gym impossible. It was usually too cold and the snow too deep
for these runs to be undertaken in the normal running kit which
was often replaced by long trousers and sweaters, not to mention
gloves, balaclava helmets and even gum-boots. The usual run
followed the Roman road through Windy Gap (christened Ventosus
Hiatus by some learned members of the Arts Sixth), past Wythen
Lache Farm and behind the ridge down to the village of Combs,
past the Beehive and up Combs Hill, a distance of four or five miles.
Whenever it was fine gym was held each morning before school
on the hard tennis court, or if this was too wet on the gravel by the
chapel or in front of the main entrance. This was often followed
by a run around the two lodges, a distance of about a mile, or e Ise
by sprints along the main drive.
There were, however, many days when the weather made any
form of outdoor activity impossible. Often a fine drizzle would
persist for days with the mists clinging to the mountain sides ; at
other times there were days of heavy rain and violent thunderstorms
which caused small springs to spurt up through the paths and lawns
in front of Whitehall. It was at times like these that the boys
were called to exercise their ingenuity to the full to provide themselves with recreation in the very cramped conditions.
There were many hobbies such as modelling and drawing which
were encouraged by periodical competitions. There were also
many indoor games of which table tennis was undoubtedly the
most popular. The two tables were in almost constant use and
many inter-form, inter-house and individual competitions were
held. Chess was also very popular and at one time a competition
was organised by one enthusiast who suggested that each of the
74 competitors should play each other ; when the organiser left
a year or two later half the games had still to be played. In turn
other indoor games held the centre of the stage including whist,
bridge, tri-tactics, darts and monopoly.
Although school productions were out of the question and the
Shakespearian Society was of necessity in hibernation, there was
no lack of interest in theatricals. The first play to be performed
was W. W. Jacob's " Monkey's Paw " by the Fifth Form at the
end of the Michaelmas Term in 1940. This was followed by
several other productions which included many written by the
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boys. All the scenery and costumes had to be produced from
very limited resources at the disposal of the boys but a remarkable
degree of success was achieved in these [improvisations. The plays
were acted in the Fifth Form Room which could be adapted
fairly easily. Later on experiments were made with " radio"
plays, the dialogue being relayed from the studio in IVa Room to
the theatre in the Fifth. There were also many impromptu
concerts and sing-songs which helped to pass the winter evenings
and the days when the sky was overcast.
The weather was not always unkind and most of the recreations
at Whitehall were outdoor ones. There were many fine days in
summer and winter to tempt those who were fond of walking.
Whitehall was within reach of some of the finest scenery in England
and full advantage was taken of this fact. On fine Sundays,
especially in early summer and in autumn all-day expeditions were
organised. A favourite was the walk to the Three Shire Heads ;
here the meeting of Derbyshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire is
marked by an old pack horse bridge over a turbulent stream in a
deep valley beyond Axe Edge Moor. Below the bridge is a waterfall
that plunges into a deep pool large enough for a swim.
There were many walks to the Cat and Fiddle, the highest
inn in England, situated at a height of 1690 feet between Buxton
and Macclesfield, while the more ambitious made expeditions to
Dovedale and the Kinderscout areas. Many of these longer
journeys were made possible by cycling part of the way for many
of the boys soon acquired bicycles in varying stages of decay.
It was not necessary to go all the way to the Three Shire Heads
for a swim for on the rare hot summer days bathing was possible
close at hand. The Sandy Lane pond which made such an
admirable skating rink in the winter proved to be equally suitable
for swimming in the summer. There was also a smaller pond
nearer Whitehall which was cleared of mud and refuse so that the
smaller boys could swim there in safety. The clearance of this
pond proved to be a major feat of engineering and involved the
construction of a small railway to carry away the accumulated
rubbish. Although this pond never proved a popular bathing
resort it provided much amusement when it was used as a boating
lake, the boats being home-made and extremely unseawordiy.
Another outdoor activity new to the College was gardening.
In 1942 a society was formed with the grandiose title of The
Agricultural and Horticultural Society. Members were given
allotments on a spare piece of ground alongside the main drive,
but the experiment was not altogether successful. A few crops
were grown but not even the most elaborate precaution could
prevent the sheep and rabbits eating most of the produce ; what
little survived their depredations usually lasted out the term in
an immature state and was ready for harvest when the gardeners
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were away on holiday. Slightly more success was gained in
growing a few tomatoes in the small greenhouse and in the cultivation
of an acre or two of potatoes in the paddock. Later, in 1944,
the inhabitants of the cottage were a little more successful when
they dug up their garden under the direction of Mr. Fletcher.
Every effort was made to continue with games but the difficulties were immense. Two Football pitches were marked out in
the paddock on the most level stretches, but they were small,
swampy and undulating. It was of course impossible to entertain
visiting teams and most of the matches were played either in
Buxton or at Chapel-en-le-Frith ; in the latter case a walk of 4
miles had to be undertaken to get to the ground and another 4
miles back after the game. Some matches were played even further
afield, at Whaley Bridge, Dove Holes, Macclesfield and New Mills.
The teams had to find their own way there and back which meant
leaving Whitehall before lunch and not returning until after dark.
In spite of these difficulties the teams were of a high standard and
the record of matches given in the appendix can only be described
as outstanding.
Cricket presented even greater problems partly because the
lack of equipment was more difficult to remedy but chiefly because
of the lack of playing facilities. The field on which football was
played could not possibly be used for cricket and that meant that
the Park in Buxton—three miles away—had to be rented. There
was just room for one net wicket at Whitehall which was fortunately
provided with a large tennis lawn ; half of this was taken up by a
tennis court and the small area remaining was used for cricket.
This had its disadvantages, not the least of which was that the fast
bowlers had to begin their run-up in a flower bed, but it did allow
Mr. Reddish to do some coaching which otherwise would have
been quite out of the question.
It will be seen from the summary of matches that a full cricket
fixture list could not be arranged although many more games were
arranged than were actually played because of the large number of
cancellations due to bad weather. Interest naturally centred upon
the duel between Elizabeth College and Buxton College, which
to a certain extent took the place of the Jersey matches of peace time.
The results indicate that had there been no war Victoria College
would not have had things all their own way during the years from
1940 to 1945. Fourteen football matches were played between
the two schools and of these nine were won, four were drawn and
only one lost. Only eight cricket matches were played ; five were
won and three lost. (It is worthy of note that in the football series
Elizabeth College averaged six goals per match).
It was impossible to arrange regular fixtures with other schools
but many games were played from time to time. Opponents
included Denstone, Liverpool College, New Mills Secondary School,
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King's School, Macclesfield, Lady Manners, Bakewell and the
Belgian College, another refugee school that was housed in Buxton.
Baseball continued for it was the only summer game that could
be played on the football field at Whitehall, but no opposition could
be found outside the school.
In all three games, football, cricket and baseball, house matches
were played each year. It was found impossible to continue the
old house system of House, Town and Country at the beginning
of the evacuation as the strength of the various houses was very
uneven. Many alternatives were proposed and finally it was
decided to continue the three house system but to alter the names
to House, Lodge and Cottage, the inhabitants cf the latter apartments forming the nuclei of their houses with the numbers made
up from the surplus in House—i.e. Whitehall itself. Later, in 1944,
the old names were revived as it was found that with a certain
amount of adjustment the houses could once again be apportioned
on a parochial basis.
Before concluding this account of the sports and pastimes at
Whitehall one other game must at least be mentioned for it provided
endless amusement and recreation during the summer terms—
Croquet ! The school was presented with all the equipment
necessary and the game became so popular that a Secretary of
Croquet was solemnly elected by the Games Committee each
year so that it could be adequately supervised. The game was
played seriously—and it might be added, viciously—and it was
with indignation that one croquet champion received a refusal
when he asked permission to play on the lawns of the Buxton
Croquet Club.
There was no lack of opportunities for recreation at Whitehall
whatever a boy's taste, and there were few idle monents. Undoubtedly intellectual prowess was less well provided for than
athletic but it is fair to say that the conditions encouraged the
growth of the latter rather than the former. It was perhaps one
of the more important achievements of the evacuation that boys
were given an opportunity to develop talents that they would
otherwise have neglected—the ' giant of sport' taking the lead
in a form play or the pianist leading his team through the mud in
a hard-fought house-match. The community was so small and so
close-knit that there was room for everyone except the non-trier.
The most important out-of-school activity at Whitehall apart
from games was undoubtedly the Music Society which flourished
as it had never done before, especially under the guidance of Mr.
Cole. The singing in Chapel was always of a high standard and
in addition to the Sunday anthems a full programme of carols
was given each Christmas and concerts were performed at intervals ;
these included concert versions of " Carmen " and " Acis and
Galatea ". The greatest achievement of the Music Society was
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a fine performance of Trial By Jury, given in October, 1943 after
only three weeks of rehearsal.
Later Mr. Smith started a Music Club and many evenings
were spent listening to gramophone—often presented by the boys.
There were opportunities from time to time to listen to concerts
and opera in Buxton. Senior boys visited the Playhouse in 1940
to hear La Traviata ; later they attended a concert given by the
London Philharrnonia conducted by Basil Cameron.
Various visits were also paid to the cinemas in Buxton when
a good film was being shown. Regular shows were also given at
Whitehall by Mr. Rankin of the Ministry of Information.
Among the plays seen was ' Murder in the Cathedral' performed by the Pilgrim Players in St. John's Parish Church. Sometimes boys went to lectures in Buxton and one or two speakers
visited Whitehall including a professor Zernoff who came to talk
about Russia.
Each year from 1942 onwards the Elocution Competitions
were held again through the generosity of Mr. B. de G. Mourant
who presented the prizes.
It is fitting that this account of school activities should thus
end with the mention of one of the traditional events in the school
calendar which was revived at Whitehall, for although there was
unlimited opportunity for new enterprise anything that had
formed a part of the former life of the College was only abandoned
reluctantly when there was no hope of continuing it during the
years of exile.
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CHAPTER 8.
THE CHAPEL
During the evacuation period religious services played an
increasingly important part in the life of the College. .At Whitehall
there were even greater opportunities for worship than before,
for the school had become a compact unit and—an unexpected
piece of good fortune—the estate had a chapel.
When the school arrived at Buxton it was found that the
Chapel—a large building standing separate from the main building
-—had been neglected for some time. All the furniture and fittings
had been removed and it was used as a store for garden implements.
These were soon removed and the place thoroughly cleaned ; an
altar table and a lectern were procured and one of the boys made
a simple wooden cross for the altar. The chapel was soon ready
for use and the first service was held there on November iyth, 1940.
From then to the end of the stay at Whitehall each school day began
with prayers in the chapel and a service was held there each Sunday.
Quite often preachers from Buxton were invited to take services ;
these included Rev. Temple Jarvis, a Methodist minister who took
a great interest in the welfare of the non-conformists in the College.
(A census taken in 1942 revealed that of the boys at Whitehall
58% were Church of England, 36% were non-conformists and
6% Roman Catholic).
Communion was celebrated in the chapel on Sunday mornings
and in July, 1941 a Confirmation Service was conducted by Bishop
O'Farrell. The Principal continued to prepare boys for Confirmation throughout the period of the evacuation and there was
always a large number of communicants at Communion Services.
Each Christmas there were Carol Services and the traditional
Commemoration Services were held on the last Sunday of the
Summer Terms. Full descriptions of these will be found in the
relevant number of the ELIZABETHAN.
The boys themselves always played a large part in these
services and in 1941 a Chapel Committee was formed. This
consisted of about seven boys, Church of England and Nonconformist, who discussed the religious side of school life with the
Principal. As a result of these discussions by the Chapel Committee
a form of Compline was often held in mid-week after the normal
evening prayers. Another result of the Committee's work was
the provision of a small lamp in the Chapel during the winter
Terms so that boys could spend a few minutes in private prayer
before going to bed.
The Chapel was not a beautiful building ; it contained very
little furniture and the services were usually simple and quite short
but it occupied a very important place in the life of the community.
The opportunity for corporate worship and prayer was increasingly
cherished as the war progressed and the memories of home and of
Guernsey inevitably faded.
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CHAPTER q.
J.T.G.—A.T.C.—HOME GUARD—SCOUTS.
Although the conditions at Oldham were obviously unsuitable
for the revival of the Corps, parades began again as soon as the
College was established and continued throughout all the time
at Whitehall. All equipment, training manuals, maps and uniforms
had been left behind and the Corps was soon to suffer another blow
when Mr. Manchester, the Commanding Officer, was called up
for General Service. Maj. Caldwe'l who had been in command
of the Corps for many years took over again and continued the
work of collecting the necessary equipment. This of course was
very difficult to obtain and when the first War Office inspection
was held in June 1941 only those cadets who were members of the
Home Guard paraded in uniform, the rest being in mufti ^nd belts.
Arms were about the last item to arrive but some arms drill was
possible using wooden rifles that had been lent by the Repton
School J.T.C. Great ingenuity was shown in constructing mockups of brens, mortars and tommy-guns for use in tactical schemes.
The difficulties created by the lack of equipment were compensated to a certain extent by the excellent opportunities for
outdoor work. Full use was made of the great variety of ground
available and outdoor training always received high praise from
inspecting officers.
Until arms arrived it was not possible to offer any candidates
for Certificate ' A ', but as soon as these were available examinations
were held. In spite of the training difficulties the number of
passes in this (22 out of 23) and other Certificate examinations
was very high.
No range was available at first although a certain amount of
practice was possible on Home Guard parades. Later on, in 1942,
however, a miniature range was constructed on the Cottage lawn
and most cadets were able to carry out this very necessary part
of their training.
To start with there was only one parade a week—on Mondays—
but in the summer of 1941 a second parade was instituted, on
Fridays. Maj. Caldwell continued in command travelling over
from Great Hucklow for the purpose and he was assisted by Mr.
Reddish who was granted a commission.
When the Air Training Corps was formed in 1941 there was
.an enthusiastic response to the suggestion that a section should be
formed at College. It was decided that all boys should do their
basic training with the J.T.C. and transfer to the A.T.C. after
passing Certificate ' A '. This meant that the section remained
too small to operate by itself and it therefore became part of the
1180 (Buxton and District) Squadron, in which the Principal
held a Commission. The first recruits joined in October 1941 and
from then on the College section remained at a strength of about
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a dozen. At first much time was spent on unnecessary drill parades
but eventually training for Proficiency Certificates I and II started
and many successes were obtained.
Both the Army and the R.A.F. held numerous courses during
the school holidays and there was never a lack of volunteers for
these. The J.T.C. cadets received instruction in practically all
branches of the service from P.T. to Signals and those in the A.T.C.
paid many visits to aerodromes and other R.A.F. stations.
The success of the training received in both the J.T.C. and
the A.T.C. is reflected not only by the large number of Certificates
obtained but also in the number of boys who later received commissions or who were selected for University Short Courses.
All the older boys joined the Home Guard and were attached
to the Buxton Battalion (and Sherwood Foresters). It was not
always possible for the College section (commanded by the Principal)
to attend parades but many Sundays were spent in training. Several
schemes were carried out and instruction received in the use of the
various curious weapons with which the Home Guard was equipped.
The College contingent was attached to the Mobile Section and
one or two boys joined a cavalry squadron which formed part of it.
During the days of 1941 and 1942 when an invasion seemed
imminent the College Home Guard had a dawn stand-to and each
morning the moors around Whitehall had to be patrolled by a
squad of 4 boys for 2 hours before dawn and 2 hours after it in
search of enemy parachutists. None of the enemy was encountered
during these patrols.
Buxton suffered not at all from enemy action although many a
night was full of the throb of German bombers on their way to
Manchester or Liverpool. One or two land mines were dropped
near the petrol tanks at Dove Holes, about 4 miles away, and just
before Christmas 1944 some V. I's came down near Buxton but
caused no damage.
However, although its service were never required the College
section of the Home Guard was prepared to meet the enemy if
he should appear. As it was their enthusiasm was restricted to
exercises into which they entered with a verve that was not always
entirely appreciated by some of the senior officers, least of all an
' enemy ' general who received a grenade (simulated by a lump of
wet turf) in his eye as his car passed the Lodge gates. There were
many angry scenes too when passing motorists were held prisoner
until they were able to establish their identity.
The scout group was not revived until the later days of the
evacuation. It was felt that the timetable was full enough and that
with the school still living under difficult conditions much of the
scouts training formed part of the day to day routine. However,
many of the smaller boys were found to be spending some of their
small ration of spare time in semi-military activities of their own
and in 1944 these were put on an official basis by the revival of the
College Scout group.
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CHAPTER 10.
THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT AT GREAT HUCKLOW
Two weeks after the last members of the Senior Department
left for Whitehall in 1940 the Junior Department moved into its
new quarters at Hucklow. They left the huts of the Holiday Homes
which were only suitable for summer occupation and took up
residence in two lovely houses in the village that had been previously
occupied by the Ladies' College. The bigger building was the
Florence Nightingale Men's Home and was occupied by about
40 boys ; the other, Barleycrofts, at one time a private residence,
was smaller and about 20 boys lived here. The two houses were
close to each other and were connected by a private path.
As at Whitehall there was a shortage of space and equipment
but the difficulties fortunately were not as great. Furniture,
though never abundant was reasonably plentiful and the main
items that had to be obtained were pieces of equipment required
for school work. The chief difficulty was class-room space and as
at Whitehall the rooms had to serve several purposes. The
recreation rooms at both Florence Nightingale and Barleycrofts
at Whitehall the rooms had to serve several purposes. The
were used as form-rooms ; another form was accommodated in the
dining room at Barleycrofts, a fourth class-room was in the vestry
of the Unitarian Chapel and the fifth in the Wesleyan Chapel.
Major Caldwell was appointed master in charge of the Junior
Department; he was assisted by Capt. Chambers, Miss Comber,
Mr. Shaw and masters from Whitehall, including the Principal,
Mr. Cole and Mr. Reddish who came to Hucklow to take forms
on one or two days a week.
The matrons and some of the domestic staff lived in the Homes
but there was not sufficient accommodation in either of them to
provide rooms for the teaching staff. Major Caldwell and Capt.
Chambers took rooms in the village, Miss Comber at Windmill,
a tiny hamlet on the Tideswell road, and Mr. Shaw lived in a
cottage at Grindlow, a small village about half-a-mile from Great
Hucklow.
In many respects life at Great Hucklow was similar to that at
Whitehall. In spite of the great generosity of many friends and
official bodies money was always a difficult problem and it was not
possible to obtain all the domestic help that was really necessary.
The smaller boys, of course, could not be expected to carry out
the same number of domestic duties as the seniors at Whitehall,
but they helped in many ways, making their own beds, sweeping
rooms and so on. The College was fortunate in the number of
friends and helpers who devoted much of their time to the welfare
of the boys. The mending, the care of the sick and many similar
duties were a heavy burden on the small staff and much was owed
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to the masters' wives and ladies of the village who gave so much
assistance.
Not an isolated community like the Senior Department, the
Junior Department was* very much a part of the village and both
staff and boys entered wholeheartedly into the life of this little
community. The villagers always took a great interest in the boys
and helped to make their exile as pleasant as possible while the
boys for their part were always ready to lend a hand especially
when there was work that they could do on the farms.
The Juniors were more fortunate than the Seniors in the
possession of a playing field. Barleycrofts meadow had been used
for games before and although there had been a period of neglect
Capt. Chambers found many willing hands to -help him turn it
into an excellent little playing field. The turf was not in first-class
condition but a very good matting wicket was prepared for cricket.
Capt. Chambers also marked out a lap and athletic sports were
held from time to time. There was only room for one football
pitch, but a field on the other side of the road, belonging to Mr.
Furness, was also used.
Organised games played a big part in the school timetable
with Form matches, great struggles between ' Sarnians' and
' Barbarians' and also some very enjoyable games with other
schools including the following Prep. Schools : Holm Leigh,
Normanton, Birkdale, St. Anselm's ; and also games against the
Oldham Blue-coat School, Buxtpn College and a school evacuated
from Lowestoft. Much help was given by Mr. Arnold Peach
who assisted in many ways and umpired many of the cricket
matches.
Although Hucklow was not quite as high above sea level as
Whitehall there was little difference in the climate and much time
had to be spent indoors. A wide variety of games and hobbies
held the attention of the boys from time to time, including billiards,
table-tennis, modelling, 'model trains, drawing and so on. Also,
due to the generosity of many people visits were paid to the cinemas
at Tideswell and Buxton and also to the Village Theatre to see
plays produced by Mr. L. du Garde Peach. For the quieter
moments boys who wanted to read were able to obtain books
from the County Library.
The Junior Department always had as many boys as it could
hold. The senior boys moved on to Whitehall when the time came
and their places were filled both by fee-payers who entered the
school in the normal way and by scholars from the Guernsey
schools that had evacuated to the mainland. These scholarships
were arranged with the co-operation of the local education authorities. In this way the numbers were maintained and when the
College returned to Guernsey in July 1945 the Junior Department
was as strong as it had been 5 years before when it had first moved
into ' Nightingale ' and ' Barleycrofts '.
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CHAPTER 11.
THE RETURN TO GUERNSEY
There were many times during the long years of exile when it
seemed that the war would never end. Yet, not even in the
blackest days, did anyone doubt that victory would come and with
it the return to Guernsey. The successes in the Mediterranean
campaign of 1943 brought the first rays of hope and when France
was invaded in June, 1944 hearts were high. In fact there were
many newspaper reports that allied troops had landed on the
Channel Islands on D-Day. These hopes were false and it became
clear as the summer dragged on into winter that the Germans were
determined not to surrender the Islands without a fight and that
the Allies were equally determined to bypass them rather than
attempt their capture by force. The College settled down for the
winter, certain that it would be the last in exile.
At last the end came ; on May 7th, 1945, the Germans surrendered unconditionally and Guernsey was liberated. During
the months of the winter preparations had been made at Whitehall
for this moment; the Guernsey flag which had been made was
hoisted on the flag-staff on the Cottage while that night the whole
countryside was lit up by an enormous bonfire. On May I3th
the College attended a Thanksgiving Service in Tideswell church
and two days later there was a whole holiday.
Naturally the College had to wait its turn in the queue to
return home but no time was lost in making preparations. Most
of the Guernsey refugees were anxious to return as soon as possible,
but there were many difficulties in the way. Many houses on the
Island were destroyed or were made uninhabitable during the
occupation. There were, at the time of the surrender, several
thousand German troops garrisoned there, a large number of whom
were to remain for some time to help clear up the Island and repair
some of the damage they had done. There was still, of course,
a desperate shortage of shipping for the armies on the continent
had to be supplied and food and stores taken in for the civilian
populations, and the War in the Far East was still on. Moreover
Guernsey was not ready to receive a sudden influx of 20,000 or so
refugees ; supplies had to be built up first of all for the inhabitants
and the various services got into good running order again.
All these things were realised but the Principal was determined
that the College should return to the Island as soon as possible.
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He made several visits to the Ministry of Health in London and
then paid a brief visit to Guernsey to examine the situation from
that end and discuss it with the officials in the Island. As a result
of these visits plans were made.
When the Principal visited Guernsey he found that the College
was occupied by the Army who had taken it over just as it was
when the Germans left it. One or two structural alterations had
been made—the entrance to the Principal's house had been blocked
in and a massive strong room constructed under the gallery in the
Hall—but the worst problem was the removal of the dirt and the
repair of the interior decorations. When the British army eventually
left the building in August several dozen German P.O.W's were
drafted in to wash, scrub and paint the whole of the inside of the
building. Until this had been done there was nowhere to store
the furniture and no start could be made in re-equipping the
boarding-house.
The authorities in Guernsey were anxious that no evacuees
should return to Guernsey unless they had homes to go to. They
had enough to do without having ' orphans ' on their hands.
Therefore those boys who had homes in England had to wait until
their parents returned to Guernsey.
However, there was nothing to prevent the return of the main
bulk of the College and arrangements were soon being made to
send back all boys and staff who had homes to go to. At the same
time plans were made to dispose of equipment that had been
acquired in England but was no longer of any use, and to pack
up and send on furniture that would be wanted in Guernsey.
There were many other items that had to be seen to not the
least of which was the provision of passports for all members of the
school. And all the time in the midst of all the packing up ordinary
school work had to continue for there were Higher and School
Certificate examinations to be taken at the end of the Term.
All the moves, all the arrangements, all the plans had to be
sanctioned either by the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of
Transport, or both. These Ministries deserve credit for the way in
which they went ahead to make the arrangements as soon as the
Principal was able to give them estimated dates for the various
moves. A special mention must be made of the Ministry of Health
which had set up a special department to cut red tape to the
minimum. This unprecedented move on the part of a Government
department undoubtedly saved a great deal of time and trouble
and in a surprisingly short time everything was ready for the main
party to get under way. There was a final burst of activity at
Whitehall and at Hucklow at the end of July as the last items were
packed up and made ready for the return.
The return journey was a considerable undertaking and in
some respects it bore a resemblance to that other journey five years
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before, but it is not necessary to emphasise how different the two
journeys were in so many other ways ; the bewilderment, the
anxiety of the venture into the unknown in 1940 were replaced
by the relief and joy felt by all returning exiles and above all by
the feeling that the College could at last face a future of security
and certainty after the doubt and worries of the exile.
When the great day arrived at the beginning of August buses
took the boys to Buxton where a special train was waiting. Here
they were joined by some parents who had obtained permission to
return with the College ; others joined the party in London later
in the day. The night was spent in a Rest Centre in Clapham and
the next day the journey was continued to Southampton where
the party was met at the docks and wished Bon Voyage by Sir
Donald Banks and Mr. R. Stranger, a Guernseyman who was
Mayor of Southampton. The boys settled down for the night
crossing in the Hantonia but were up early next morning eager to
catch the first glimpse of the Island. As the Hantonia made its way
round the south of Guernsey all were on deck pointing out the
landmarks they recognised and the fortifications constructed by
the Germans on the cliffs, then as the ship moved between the
pier-heads many gathered in the bows and sang the College Carmen.
The White Rock was barricaded off so that the New Jetty was
practically deserted when the ship tied up but the boys were
quickly hurried through the few formalities and loaded on to
buses which took them to the Regal Cinema where their parents
were waiting.
The exile was over but there was much to be done before the
College could open again for the Michaelmas Term. The College
buildings were in reasonable order apart from the damage done to
the main building, and this was largely of a superficial nature ;
the gym had been used as a store and was dirty but most of the
equipment could be used and the Ozanne Laboratory was in good
order though short of supplies.
As in 1940 the chief difficulty was the equipping of the College.
There were only 30 desks left and not many more chairs ; quite a
number of chairs and some of the desks were eventually recovered
from various parts of the Island but large numbers had to be
purchased before school could start. There was also a scarcity of
books and stationery, although many of the valuable Library
books, as well as some of the pictures, had been saved by the Dean
in 1940 and kept in the Priaulx Library during the occupation.
During the period in England much anxiety had been felt
about the fate of the College Field. It had been taken over by the
Germans and used as a timber dump but Allen had persuaded them
not to dig it up and much is owed also to local sportsmen who
kept the ground in use for a long time in spite of many difficulties.
It was soon restored by Allen and games were possible straight
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away though on a limited scale and with small quantities of equipment.
The biggest problem was the restoration of the School House
which had been completely stripped and had suffered more damage
than the rest of the College. German P.O.W's repaired the many
holes in floors and walls and the front door was restored. Essential
furniture had been purchased from the authorities on the mainland
and brought over so that the House was able to re-open at the same
time as the rest of the School with 26 boarders. On top of all
these problems of restoration and re-habilitation 75 new boys
had to be absorbed and new staff had to be engaged. After a
very busy 2 months all was ready and on Oct. 5th the College
re-opened for the Michaelmas Term.
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APPENDIX I.
LIST OF EXILES (i)
The following members of the Staff evacuated with the College :
The Principal, Mr. E. B. Waite (Vice-Principal), Mr. A.
Littlewood, Mr. H. J. Thompson, Maj. W. C. F.-Caldwell, Capt.,
E. Chambers, Mr. R. Shaw, Mr. F. G. Manchester, Miss D. I. E.
Comber, Mr. I. Cole, Mr. D. C. Wheadon, Mr. J. Reddish and
Mr. L. Jones.
The following joined the staff in England but none returned to
Guernsey with the College :—
Dr. F. Pick, Mr. F. C. Fletcher, Mr. B. Smith, Mr. H. Fenton,
Mr. C. Grant.
The following boys evacuated with the College in 1940 :—
(2) R. Batiste, L. C. Siedle, G. J. B. Green, A. H. Littlewood,
C. M. Y. Trotter, A. R. Higgs, P. D. Pyall, D. de M. Robin,
L. W. Dorey, A. J. D. Francis, V. J. Collas, G. E. Honey, T. C.
Corbet, E. P. Greenhow, B. G. Le Feuvre, V. O. Hardy, R. W.
McMaster, D. L. Hamilton, F. Borne, S. W. Jehan, F. J. C. Wallis,
R. E. Stacey, R. J. Thorne, W. F. Bean, A. E. Lockyer, R. C.
Simpson, L. F. Symes, P. J. Falla, D. R. Mallett, W. J. Gaudion,
R. J. Gill, R. A. H. Bennett, R. de F. Payne, P. McCulloch, T. T.
Williams, R. B. Howick, A. P. Girard, D. E. Key, D. G. de Garis,
M. R. Dorey, V. G. Collenette, R. F. Sherwill, I. F. Hyne, G.
Stockwell, I. F. Hyne, G. Stockwell, G. Luxon, J. A. Davis, M. M.
de la Rue, B. Lovell, H. B. Le Page, S. R. G. Blicq, H. T. Sebire,
A. J. Mahy, E. H. Walden, F. Le C. Sarre, H. C. D. Martin,
O. M. H. Martin, H. D. Ferguson, B. G. Frampton, L. Le Masurier,
G. Lambert, I. B. Yeaman, F. C. Lamont, D. E. Kibble, A. R.
Kemsley, C. G. Sherbrooke, J. N. Carey, I. C. Carey, D. H. Fuzzey,
J. K. Hubert, R. W. Hillman, A. M. Hunter, G. Dorey, R. Le
Poidevin, E. S. C. Wallis, C. R. Fest, C. D. Hollis, P. C. O'Keefe,
P. M. Sketch, R. A. Le Page, R. D. Barton, J. D. Gibson, P. T.
Le Maitre, J. Cann, P. A. V. Thomas, R. Cann, R. B. Waymouth,
O. Le Poidevin, C. J. Thorne, D. C. Hillman, K. D. Williams,
R. G. McCathie, P. L. Beghin, G. Le Marchant, R. F. Le Maitre,
F. L. Duquemin, D. A. Rabey, T. N. Mitchell, D. L. A. Nicolle,
D. A. Le Cheminant, D. J. Robert, M. T. Le Maitre, E. F. Underdown, P. H. Cantan, D. J. Duquemin, A. N. D. Blicq, A. A. V.
Thomas, A. L. Thomas, E. P. Stranger, G. P. Warley, G. E. Heggs,
J. M. Bowers, R. G. Bellot, M. F. Bowers, C. R. Stacey, W. Quevatre,
G. McCulloch, N. D. W. Thomas, P. M. Smith, M. J. Marshall,
F. A. Best, R. G. Evans, D. E. Bougourd, R. W. Foote, J. R. Bennett,
G. A. Collas, W. F. Le Feuvre, C. N. Mallett, G. A. McCathie,
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R. E. Best, J. L. J. Hooper, G. R. Lewis, P. M. Le Patourel, J. M.
Sketch, C. Lacey, F. L. de Garis, M. J. Ozanne, R. N. Douglas,
J. C. Mahy, D. C. de la Rue, C. G. Giffard, I. H. R. Blicq, L. L.
Guille, C. J. Thorne, R. M. Chilcott, R. C. Beghin, B. H. Bradley,
D. R. Godfrey, P. W. M. Sullivan, P. D. Murphy.
The following boys did not evacuate with the College but
rejoined it soon afterwards :—
P. T. P. Houedard, L. H. T. Bickerton, A. Bickerton, E. P. H.
Coles, P. J. Oliver, I. B. Yeaman, M. B. Bisson, P. L. Ogier, J. M.
Bell, J. Broughton, M. Scott, P. E. Smith.
The following boys joined the College during its stay in
England :—
J. Mourant, C. R. W. Best, A. R. Hillman, J. N. Thompson,
J. T. Carre, P. A. C. Falla, P. J. Miller, R. J. Le Feuvre, R. Ozanne,
B. F. Brehaut, D. W. Morgan, S. A. Keightley, E. W. Nicolle,
A. J. Laine, M. C. Millard, S. H. Collenette, R. H. Queripel,
R. A. Brouard, D. A. Falla, J. G. Williams, P. B. Stead, R. Hukins,
R. L. Robilliard, F. A. Carre, R. F. Champion, D. Q. Champion,
T. L. M. Wakeford, J. A. Bichard, A. H. Le Tissier, O. T. Le
Tissier, P. J. Kelman, J. A. Lucas, M. F. Falla, R. J. Marquis,
D. Henry, E. J. T. Lenfestey, R. O. Guille, D. G. Davies, J. N.
Robilliard, F. Kitchen, R. S. Falla, E. J. Gaudion, J. M. Hewlett,
V. D. Hibbs, R. B. Crissell, J. S. Baxandall, F. B. Le Poidevin,
R. E. Guilbert, T. N. Vidamour, G. Le Tissier, M. O. Le Tissier,
T. Collins, D. B. Sutcliffe, C. W. Bennett, C. K. Duquemin, D. A.
Arnold, D. G. Mahy, R. E. Tostevin, V. F. Chapell, M. A. Chilcott,
T. H. Brookes, R. J. Raymond, G. R. Nichols, D. E. Norman,
N. J. Brouard, R. L. Le Poidevin, E. W. Murray, N. R. Tostevin,
E. Toussaint, D. R. Vaudin, E. E. Buddie, V. M. Chapell, R. E.
Lucas, R. J. Tucker, H. F. Sebire, D. Fletcher, E. J. Seymour,
F. G. Marshall, J. G. Hughes, C. P. T. de Garis, B. C. Green,
C. L. C. Fitzgerald, P. J. Blackmore, H. N. Robin, D. de P. Robert,
P. R. B. Pittard, M. R. Greville, D. Hotton, F. N. Le Cheminant,
N. Le Poidevin, R. A. Rich, E. G. Rouillard, J. A. Taylor, D. Vedier,
G. F. Riley, P. J. Phillips, R. G. de P. Cohen, L. A. Lewis, D.
Brookes.
NOTE i.

NOTE 2.

While every attempt has been made to check the
accuracy of these lists they may well contain some
mistakes as few records could be kept at the time and
fewer have survived.
This list of boys is taken from the list of Groups in which
the College was organised for the actual evacuation
and the names appear in order of seniority instead of
alphabetical or numerical order.
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APPENDIX II.
CRICKET AND FOOTBALL RESULTS
CRICKET
1940. Team.

Date
May
„
„
„
June

11
18
25
30
1

8

„ 13
„ 15
„ 25
July 3
„
6
„ 25
Aug. 3
Sept. 21

R. BatiBte (Capt.), G. J. B. Green (Sec.), L. C. Siedle, F. Borne, D. L.
Hamilton, L. W. Dorey, R. W. McMaster, R. B. Howick, V. G. Collenette, D. H. Fuzzey, W. F. Bean.
Runs
Runs
Opponents
for
against
Result
Played in
R.A.F
65
131
Lost
Guernsey*
RAF
86
99
Lost
Pilgrims
136-4
106
Won
116
Won
Mr. Mourant's XI .. 121—9
RAF
144—2
109-4
Drawn
G.I.C.C
118—7
91—7
Drawn
G.I.C.C
147—7
107—7
Drawn
Pilgrims
109-6
160—7 dec. Drawn
Hollinwood
61
91
Lost
Oldham
Hulme Grammar Sch 65
232-6
Lost
Hollinwood
110
138
Lost
Tideswell
68
53
Won
Tideswell
Tideswell
53
65
Lost
171—9
89
Won
Parkside
Macclrafield
Summary
1st XI ... Played 14 Won 4
2nd XI
Played 4 Won 1
... Played 5 Won 1
Colts

Drawn 4
Drawn 1
Drawn 2

Lost 6
Lost 2
Lost 2

1941. Team—F. Borne (Capt.), D. L. Hamilton (Sec.), L. W. Dorey, R. B. Howick
V. G. Collenette, W. F. Bean, D. H. Fuzzey, W. J. Gaudion, M. R. Dorey,
A. M. Hunter, R. J. Gill, R. E. Stacey.
May
„
June
„

10
31
14
21

„

25

Buxton College
Rowsley
Buxton
Burbage
RAF

157
82—9
124
40

20
81
125—9
46
90-2 dec. 22 & 29

Won
Won
Lost
Lost
Won

Buxton
Rowsley
Buxton
„

Note * The results of games played in Guernsey are recorded here for two reasons;
first, because they were never published in the Elizabethan, and second
because they emphasize as much as anything the unexpectedness of the
evacuation. The last match played in Guernsey was played on the day
after the fall of Paris and exactly one week later the College was in Oldham.
June 28
July 2
"
„
„

5
12
23

Buxton College
R.A
Denstone College
Parkside
Civil Service
R.A
1st XI ... Played 11
2nd XI ... Played 2
... Played 3
Colts

104—2

102
Won
40
Won
141—8 dec. Lost
171—8 dec. 81
Won
108
55
Won
42
53
Lost

95
82

Summary
Won?
WonO
Won 3

Lost 4
Lost 2
Lost 0

Buxton
Denstone
Macclea field
Buxton
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Team—V. G. Collenette (Capt.), W. J. Gaudion (Sec.), D. H. Fuzzey, M. R,
Dorey, A. M. Hunter, R. J. Gill, I. C. Carey, 0. Le Poidevin, H. T.
Sebire, L. de Garis, A. A. V. Thomas.

May 20

30
June 17
n
20
27
July I I
25
(l

RA ...

...

Buxton
Buxton College
Gvil Service
Buxton College
Parkside
R.A. ...

108-3 dec. 37
90
34
114
50

124

144-9
182
94

74
122
82
56

Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won

Buxton
.

Maccles field
Buxton

Summary
1st XI
Colts
..

1943.

26
3
7

Parkside

R.A.F.

....

61
112
105
46

Buxton College
New Mills Sec. Sch.
Liverpool College ... 140-5
1st XI ... Played 5
2nd XI ... Played 2
Colts
... Played 4

1944.

Lost 0
Lost 1

Team—V. G. Collenette (Capt.), A. M. Hunter (Sec.), L. de Garis, A. A. V.
Thomas, R. B. Waymouth, M. Scott, M. F. Falla, R. F. Le Maitre,
J. D. Gibson, P. Oliver, G. Le Marchant, M. F. Bowers, P. W. M.
Sullivan, J. M. Bowers.

May 29
June 12

July

Played 7
Won 7
Drawn 0
Played 4
Won 2
Drawn 1
(No 2nd XI matches were played).

97
59
168
53—2
224-^dec.

Lost
Won
Lost
Lost
Drawn

Summary
Won 1
Drawn 1
Won 0
Drawn 0
Won 3
Drawn 0

Macclesfield
Buxton
Liverpool

Lost 3

Lost 2
Lost I

Team—A. M. Hunter (Capt.), L. de Garis (Sec.), A. A. V. Thomas, O. Le PoideM. F. Bowers, J. M. Bowers, T. M. Wakeford.

May 10

13
20
27
June 3
24
July 1
8
12
15
„ 22

Pioneer Corps
Bakewell
Parkside
Lady Manners Sch.
Buxton
New Mills Sec. Sch.
Buxton College
Buxton College
Pioneers
Bakewell
Parkside

81-8 dec.
140-5 dec.
136-7 dec.
103-5 dec.

116
130
104
78
31
79
144

56
30-1
90

35
50
150-8
108
87
50
89—9
90

Summary
Drawn 1
1st XI ... Played 11 Won 5
2nd XI ... Played 1 WonO
Drawn 0
(No Colts matches were played).

Won
Buxton
Abandoned Bakewell
Won
Macclesfield
Won
Bakewell
Won
Buxton
Lost
New Mills
Lost
Buxton
tl
Lost
n
Lost
Lost
Bakewell
Macclesfield
Won

Lost 5
Lost 1

ELIZABETH

COLLEGE IN

53

EXILE

1945. Team—A. M. Hunter (Capt.), A. A. V. Thomas (Sec.), O. Le Poidevin, P. W. M.
Sullivan, M. F. Falla, J. A. Bichard, M. F. Bowers, J. M. Bowers, R. Foote,
D. G. Davies, R. Champion, J. M. Hewlett.

5
9
June 9
16
May
tt

" 23
July 4

..

7
21

Lady Manners School
Buxton
New Mills Sec. Sch
.,
Buxton College
King's School
Liverpool College ..
Bakewell
..
Parkside
..

47
61
122—4
46

63
34
121
70

.: 6971

1st XI ... Played 8

110-5
76
68
67

69—7
59
Summary
Won 3

Drawn 0

Won
Lost
Lost
Won
Lost
Lost
Won
Lost

Bakewell
Buxton
New Mills
Buxton
Maccles field
Liverpool
Bakewell
Macclesfield

Lost 5

Summary of all 1st XI Matches, 1940—1945 (in England).
Played 48 Won 25
Drawn 2
Lost 21

FOOTBALL
1940. Michaelmas Term.
Team—F. Borne (Capt.), D. L. Hamilton (Sec.), W. F. Bean, R. J. Gill, H. T. Sebire,
V. G. Collenette, D. H. Fuzzey, W. J. Gaudion, I. C. Carey, H. C. D.
Martin, E. H. Walden, L. F. Symes.
Oct. 26
Nov. 23
„ 30
Dec. 7

Ferodo Juniors
Chapel Athletic
Norwich Union
Old Millonians

Won
Lost
Won
Lost

2—0
5—6
7—1
5—6

Chapel-en-le-Frith
Buxton
Chapel

1941. Lent Term.
Team—As for Michaelmas Term, 1940.
Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
„
,.
„

14
15
1
8
15
22

1st XI
2nd XI

Mr. Gillian's XI .
Old Buxtonians .
Buxton College .
Norwich Union .
Old Buxtonians .
Kent's Bank O.B.
Played 10
Played 2

Won
Drawn
Won
Won
Won
Lost

11—1
2—2
7-0
3—2
5-2
3-5

Summary, 1940/1941.
Won 6
Drawn 1
Lost 3
Won 2
Drawn 0
Lost 3

Buxton

Goals
50 (or
25 against
10 for
6 against

1941. Michaelmas Term.
Team-D. L. Hamilton (Capt.), W. F. Bean (Sec.), R. J. Gill, H. T. Sebire, V. G.
Collenette, D. H. Fuzzey, W. J. Gaudion, I. C. Carey, H. C. D. Martin,
E. H. Walden, D. G. de Garis.
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Sept. 2 7 .

4
M
11
25
Nov. 8
15
29
Dec. 10
13
Oct.

,,

Civil Service & Norwic h
Union
...
Chapel Athletic ...
Buxton College ...
Old Millonians . . .
Old Buxtonians . . .
...
R.A
RA. .
...
Belgian College . . .
R.A.F
...

Won
5-2
Won
7-2
Won 14—0
Lost
1-2
8-0
Won
Won
3—1
Won
2—1
Won ' 5-0
3—2
Won

EXILE

Buxton
Chapel
Buxton
Chapel
Buxton
",
„

1942. Lent Term.
No games played because of snow.
1st XI ... Played 9
2nd XI ... Played 2
Colts ... Played 2

Summary, 1941/1942.
Won 8
Drawn 0
Lost I
Won 2
Drawn 0
Lost 0
Won 0
Drawn 1
Lost 1

48 for
14 for
8 for

10 against
5 against
12 against

1942. Michaelmas Term.
Team—W. J. Gaudion (Capt.), V. G. Collenette (Sec.), D. H. Fuzzey, I. C. Carey,
H. C. D. Martin, L. de Garis, V. D. Hibbs, R. B. Waymouth, M. F. F:lla,
R. B. Crissell, J. K. Hubert.
Oct.
„
„
Nov.
„
„
„

10
17
24
6
13
21
28

Chapel Ironsides
Buxton College
R.A.
...
1180 Squadron A.T.C.
Buxton College
1180 Squadron A.T.C.
Belgian College ...

...
...
...

...
...

Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won

3—2
4—2
2—1
5—0
8—2
8-0
2—1

Chapel
Buxton

1943. Lent Term.
Team—V. G. Collenette (Capt.), I. C. Carey (Sec.), D. H. Fuzzey, H. C. D. Martin,
L. de Garis, V. D. Hibbs, R. B. Waymouth, M. F. Falla, R. B. Crissell,
R. F. Le Maitre, A. M. Hunter, T. M. Wakeford.

Feb. 13
„

„

20

28

Mar. 6
,, 13

April 3

R.A
Buxton College

R.A.F

1504 Squadron A.T.C.
Buxton College

RAF

1st XI ... Played 13
2ndXI ... Played 7
Colts ... Played 8

Lost
Drawn
Won
Won
Drawn

Lost

0-3
0—0
1-0
8—2
5 —5

Buxton

1—4

Summary, 1942/1943.
Won 9
Drawn 2
Lost 2
Won 4
Drawn 0
Lost 3
Won 7
Drawn 0
Lost I

47 for
26 for
29 for

22 against
17 against
10 against
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1943. Michaelmas Term.
Team—L. de Garis (Capt.), R. B. Waymouth (Sec.), V. D. Hibbs, M. F. Falla,
R. B. Crissell, R. F. Le Maitre, A. M. Hunter, T. M. Wakeford, P. W. M.
Sullivan, F. L. Duquemin, 0. Le Poidevin.
Sept.
Oct.
„
„
„
Nov.
„
„
Dec.

25
2
9
23
30
6
13
20
11

Army Cadet Force
Pioneer Corps
New Mills Sec. School
Buxton College
1180 Squadron A.T.C.
1504 Squadron A.T.C.
Pioneer Corps
Buxton College
1504 Squadron A.T.C.

...
...
...
...
...

Won 11—0
Lost
2—5
Won
7-2
Drawn 6—6
Won
7—0
Drawn 7—7
Aban'd 0—0
Won
6—2
Lost
2-6

Buxton
New Mills
Buxton

1944. Lent Term.
Le Maitre, A. M. Hunter, f . M. Wakef.
wd P W M. Sullivan, F. 1 Duqi
min, O. Le Poidevin, E. F. Underdo^wn.

Jan.
Feb.
„
Mar.
„

29
12
19
18
25

R.A.F
Buxton College . . .
New Mills Sec. School ...
Sea Cadet League
Buxton College . . .

1st XI ... Played 13
2nd XI ... Played 7
Colts
... Played 4

Won
Won
Won
Won
Won

6-2

8-7
4—2
7—0
5-0

Summary, 1943/1944.
Won 9
Drawn 2
Lost 2
Won 4
Drawn 0
Lost 3
Won 1
Drawn 0
Lost 3

Buxton
New Mills
Buxton

86 for
24 for
13 for

39 against
19 against
15 against

1944. Michaelmas Term.
Team—A. M. Hunter (Capt.), M. F. Falla (Sec.), 0. Le Poidevin, F. L. Duquemin,
T. M. Wakeford, R. B. Crissell, E. F. Underdown, A. A. V. Thomas,
P. W. M. Sullivan, H. Robin, J. A. Bichard.j
Sept.
Oct.
„
„
Nov.
„
Dec.

30
7
14
21
4
18
2
9

Sea Cadet League
Buxton College
Whaley Bridge A.C.F.
!180SquadoonA.T.C.
Pioneer Corps
Sea Cadet League
Buxton College
New Mills Sec. School

...
...
...
...
...

Won
Drawn
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won

6—3
3—3
17—0
6-1
11—I
11—3
6—2
7—1

Buxton
Whaley Bridge
Buxton
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1945. Lent Term.
Team—As for Michaelmas Term, 1944 except that K. D. Williams replaced
T. M. Wakeford.

Feb.
„
„
Mar.
„
„

„

3
10
17
3
10
17

Buxton College
Pioneer Corps
Ferodo Juniors
Dilworth & Morris A.F.C.
Buxton College
Dove Holes A.F.C.
1504 Squadron A.T.C. ...

24

1st XI ,
2nd XI .
Colts .

Played 15
Played 5
Played 1

Played 60

Lost
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won

4-7
2—1
7—6
3-2
8-^
4-2
7—5

Summary, 1944/1945.
Won 13
Drawn 1
Lost
Won 3
Drawn I
Lost
Won 0
Drawn 0
Lost

Buxton
Chapel
New Mills
Buxton
Dove Holes
Buxton
102 for
18 for
2 for

Summary of all 1st XI Matches, 1940—1945.
Won 45
Drawn 6
Lost 9
Goals for 333
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41 against
12 against
4 against
against 127

